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RAASAY 2003 

 
Abstract: The survey of the township of North Fearns and the surrounding area forms 

part of ACFA’s continuing interest in the physical remains of human activity on the 

Island of Raasay. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The 2003 survey is a continuation of our 1995, 96, 97, 98, 99, 2000 & 2002 surveys of 

the physical remains of human activity on the Island of Raasay. 

In 1995 the townships of Oskaig and Holoman were surveyed plus the surrounding area. 

In 96 the townships of Balachuirn, Balmeanach, Inver and Brae and their surrounding 

areas were surveyed. In 97 the survey covered the townships of Glame, Manish More, 

Brochel and Doire Domhain and the surrounding area. In 98 the twin townships of North 

and South Screapadal plus the surrounding area, including the forest between Brochel 

and Screapadal, were surveyed. In 99 we surveyed the township of Manish Beg and the 

surrounding area.  In 2000 we surveyed the townships of Arnish and Torran and their 

surrounding area. And in 02 we surveyed part of North Fearns plus an area to the north of 

the Fladda to Umachan path. 

 

This year we surveyed the second half of North Fearns township. 

 

The report of this survey now follows. 

 

A survey was also carried out of the township of Umachan and its report appears as 

ACFA. Occasional paper No 63 
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North Fearns 

 

 

The township of North Fearns lies on the east coast of Raasay at the south end of the 

public road from Inverarish.  The township is situated on a number of terraces on the 

steep slopes of Beinn na Leac overlooking the Inner Sound.  The road, which divides the 

township into two parts, runs along one of these terraces.  The remains lying upslope of 

the road were the subject of ACFA’s 2002 report, Occasional Paper 59.  This year’s 

survey concentrated on that part of the township which lies below the road and thus 

completes the survey of North Fearns.  The area covered by this report is bounded by the 

road to the west, the 19
th

 century iron post and wire fence on the north and south and the 

sea to the east. 

 

Fearns appears in the earliest known records of the lands of Raasay of 1596 as 

Nefuernyn, a mis-spelling of the Gaelic Na Fearnan – the alders.  The townships, now 

known as either North and South Fearns or Upper and Lower Fearns, are an 

amalgamation of a number of smaller townships listed in rental records in the late 16
th

 

and early 17
th

 centuries.  By 1827 the value of the whole township was by far the largest 

of the Raasay estate.  

 

The township was one of the first to be cleared, with emigration starting as early as 1803 

with the sailing of The Polly to Prince Edward Island, and by 1854, when the last round 

of emigration and evictions took place, the townships ceased to exist as a community. 

In 1861 a drainer and his family lived at Fearns, in 1871 a labourer and his family and in 

1891 a shepherd, all probably employed by the landowner in connection with the 

management of the area as a sheep farm. 

 

In 1912 the whole island was bought by Wm. Baird (Ironmasters) to work the iron on the 

island and much of the agricultural management of the land in many parts of the island 

began to be run down.  In 1921 a group of 7 men, who came to be known as the Raasay 

Raiders, were living in Rona following the First World War.  Feeling that the very poor 

land available to them on Rona did not constitute ‘land fit for heroes’ they decided to 

repossess land in south Raasay which they considered to be theirs by right.  Three men 

went to Eyre and four, two MacKay’s who were brothers, a MacSwan and a Macleod, 

went to Fearns.  After a trial and short term of imprisonment the Raiders were permitted 

to settle in Fearns.  Small houses were built to accommodate them and their families 

while the men worked to build themselves new ‘white’ houses.  These first, smaller 

houses appear on the 1
st
 Edition of the OS map and it is possible that the Raiders rebuilt 

earlier structures.  They are still standing and are mainly used as sheds by the owners of 

the four 1920’s houses which were built over a period of several years and all completed 

by 1929.  By the 1950’s, however, all the houses had been abandoned and the ground 

used for grazing.  In the 1960’s the writer Prunella Stack fell in love with Raasay and 

bought 3 of the houses (in the report houses A, B and C) in an attempt to re-establish 

Fearns as a township.  The fourth (house D) was bought buy Mr. Zinovieff.  All the 

houses were renovated and were lived in for some time but all are now holiday homes.   

 



 10 

The area has clearly been covered by good improved grass land but some parts are 

reverting to marshy ground, with trees and shrubs encroaching from the south west at sea 

level along the length of the Allt Fearns and the steeper slopes up from the shore. 

 

Groups of house foundations tend to lie along a level of 60-70 m OD, south of the present 

road. Features 1-7 show structures of various periods, Features 19 and 20, where the 

remains of a windmill are seen, are very fragmentary.  Feature 24 likewise ranges from 

the partial remains of a house foundation of very large stones through structures adapted 

for different uses to an enclosure which has been modified at one time and now contains 

a small stack stance. Sheltered from the sea by a natural ridge are the grass covered 

remains of several houses, Features 21-35. A few other houses appear at a lower level 

including Features 11 and 21 which are constructed of very large stones, possibly 

suggesting an early date. 

 

Around each of the 1920’s houses (Features A. B, C & D) the ground has been much 

disturbed with drainage, septic tanks etc. Three hydraulic ram pumps are seen and heard 

working in the area.  These supply water to the modern houses.  Two of these have their 

water source enclosed by a wire fence and presumably are still in use.  This type of pump 

uses the energy of the water flowing from its source to lift water at a low flow rate to a 

storage tank.  They require no other source of power and have been functioning since 

their installation in the 1960’s. 

 

Clearance cairns, some reaching over 1m in height, and clearance banks running up and 

down the slopes, are scattered over the whole area. Even at sea level small fields are seen 

edged with clearance. 

 

In the eastern part the edges of the steep slopes to the sea have been secured with banks, 

remnants of one of which can be seen over a length of 200m. South of this bank a small 

field, 20m by 20m, has been created where a natural mound at the cliff edge has been 

enhanced with large stones defining the field’s southern edge. The field contains 3m to 

3.5m wide lazy beds. On the west side a natural outcrop shelters the field. In the north 

east corner of this field a small trig point has been embedded in a small concrete block. 

 

30m south east of Features 21-35 a small field, now 12m by 10m, can be seen banked on 

the west and cut into the slope on the north side. Nearby are the fragmentary remains of a 

kiln barn, Feature 31(b) 

 

Superimposed on the area is a large enclosure 100m by 100m which appears on the OS 

maps.  The wall has been poorly constructed and is now very ruinous.  At some parts the 

south wall is of two leaf construction and over 0.6m thick. In places the south wall 

appears to have been heightened with single stones randomly placed onto a better 

constructed base. No clear evidence exists for a deliberate entrance. Three small 

rectangular structures have been built internally against the eastern enclosure wall. The 

north wall is now incomplete and seen only as a line of single stones presumably having 

been quarried for later use. The west wall has respected Feature 12 and it is thought that 

there may have been an entrance at this point although the evidence is scanty. 



 11 

The interior of the enclosure has been much disturbed.  Small parts of earlier field banks, 

clearance cairns and clearance banks are seen lying up and down the slope. About 40m 

east of the house on the west wall (Feature 12) an enigmatic feature some 15m by 7m 

gives the appearance of a large mound which has been quarried for stone on its eastern 

side. 

 

A burn, running down through the enclosure, has been bridged by seven flat stones on a 

path which crosses the area. This burn has been utilised as a water source for a modern 

house and flows under a culvert in the south wall into an area which is now reed covered. 

 

At some time a system of land division has been applied to the whole area.  Low field 

banks (X) have been formed with upcast thrown to the west side leaving a sharper edge 

on the east side. These are almost parallel running approximately northwest to southeast, 

some 30m apart, others 40m and 50 m. Also seen faintly north of the area in the eastern 

part they clearly predate the road. The uniformity of their appearance suggests 

construction at the same period. 

 

The difference in field bank type shows most clearly south east of house C at the bottom 

of the grassy slope. Two long banks of type (X) lie parallel 30m apart. Between them, 

also running up the slope, is bank type (Y) of a completely different construction, being 

of large stones, some grass covered, and over 1m wide, more typical of Raasay field 

banks. Clearly the (X) banks are later than the (Y) bank. Bank (Z) lies east of (Y) and is 

more scattered, 1m wide, and less prominent. 

 

The remains of the footing of the late 19th century fence line, enclosing an area of about 

100m by 30m, can be traced. These respect Feature 24 with its upstanding structures but 

cut through Features 25-31 which are therefore obviously older. 

 

It can be seen, therefore, that evidence of habitation over a long period can be seen across 

the whole area, from faint traces of early house foundations to the four houses built in the 

1920’s and evidence exists also of land use over a long time, from the older field banks to 

the present use of the area as common grazing land by the crofters of the South Raasay 

Grazings. 
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 North Fearns 
 

 

Feature 1 Long House NG 5867 3567 [70m OD] 

 

Situated on the east bank of the Allt Fearns are the vestigial remains of a longhouse, the 

west wall of which has eroded into the Allt Fearns.  Lying north-south on its long axis, it 

measured, as far as can be judged, approximately 15m x 6m externally, 12.4m x 5.10m 

internally.  The north end is built into the hill slope.  The corners were probably all 

rounded.  The walls are turf and stone, about 1m thick.  It is speculated that this was the 

first house in this area, to be replaced by Feature 2 when the Allt Fearns began to change 

its course and threatened the house. 

 

 

Feature 2 Re-used House  NG 5867 3567 [70m OD] 

 

Approximately 10m from the east bank of the Allt Fearns and 6m to the east of Feature 1 

a ruined structure lies north-south on its long axis.  The original house has been 7.8m x 

3.2m internally and is built into the hillslope at the north end.  The corners of this 

structure are rounded.  A possible doorway into the original house lies roughly midway in 

the east wall.  At a later date the south end of the structure has been rebuilt to form a 

building 4m x 3.20m internally.  A window, probably original to the first house, lies 

midway in the south wall and is 0.60m wide.  The north wall of the secondary build may 

have been a dividing wall in the original house.  The entrance to the secondary structure 

lies in the east end of its north wall. It measures 1.3m across suggesting that the 

secondary feature was a byre.  Two possible cruck slots are visible in the west wall and 

one is visible in the east wall.  The walls of the secondary structure stand to a maximum 

height of 2m on the exterior and 1.30m on the interior.  The walling of the original house 

at the north end is very low on the east side and not more than 0.60m high on the west 

side.  The south wall is battered and the base protrudes 1m.  The basal stones of the 

original structure are visible along the base of the second building.  To the south of the 

feature a promontory has faint signs of banking which enclosed a small field, 12m x 10m. 

 

 

Feature 3   Possible House   NG 5868 3569 (75m OD) 

 

The north and east sides of a possibly rectangular structure are all that is now visible of a 

rectangular structure lying east-west on its long axis at 75m OD.  The 5m of the east 

walling is revetted into the southwest corner of a knoll (which contains Feature 4) and is 

0.80m high at maximum.  The north walling is 7m long and 0.80m high at maximum and 

is revetted into the hillslope below a track to the Allt Fearns. In the southeast of the 

feature a pit, approx. 0.60m deep, has been dug into the ground. It is sub-rectangular and 

measures 2m x 1m approximately.  No other internal features are visible and not enough 

of the structure remains to discern where the doorway may have been.  The function of 

either the structure or the pit is not clear.   
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Feature 4 Structure   NG 5868 3569 (75m OD) 

 

Low banking and some visible stone delineate a structure lying northwest-southeast on its 

long axis and measuring approx. 6m x 3m internally.  The structure sits on top of a knoll 

which is edged and revetted at the east and southeast where the ground drops sharply to a 

track to the Allt Fearns.  Stone tumble lying inside suggests there may have been an 

entrance in the east wall. 

 

 

Feature 5   Complex of Structures NG 5868 3569 (75m OD) 

 

The ruins of a complex multi-period construction of possibly 3 phases lie 20m below the 

main road and approximately 40m west of the 1920’s house A.  It is speculated that the 

first structure has been a longhouse, lying northeast-southwest on its long axis and 

measuring 11.60m x 5m.  The walls have been revetted into the hill slope at the north and 

west.  At the south end the corners are rounded and the walls are very low.  A second 

structure may have been constructed lying at right angles to the north end of the first, 

using the northeast and west walls and continuing out to make a structure approximately 

7m x 3m.  The third phase involved building dry-stone walling across the first structure at 

8m from the northeast end.   The northeast end of the second phase building was built up 

and consolidated and an east cross wall built to form a structure, 2.5m x 3m internally.  

Stone at the entrance in the northeast may have been a stone-lined drain, suggesting that 

this structure was for animals.  The central compartment is full of tumble and the east 

wall is barely traceable.  The function of this compartment is not clear.  The west wall 

stands to a maximum height of 1m internally.  The north wall is 0.90m thick and the 

cross walls 0.60m thick.  Some stone edging at the change of slope to the east of the 

structure suggests there may have been a small yard, approximately 8m squared. 

 

 

Feature 6 Ruinous Structures NG 5868 3569 (75m OD) 

 

The very faint traces of what may have been the bowed north end of a structure are 

visible now only as an arc cut into the hillslope and revetted with stones.  Immediately to 

the east, only low stony banks are visible of the north and west sides of a probably 

rectangular structure.  It is not possible to give accurate measurements or any indication 

of function.  It is thought that the stone from this structure was probably robbed for the 

building of the 1920’s house A 20m to the east.   To the east of Feature 6 faint rises in the 

grass suggest the presence of an old, bow-ended house. (Not drawn). 

 

 

Feature 7 (not drawn) Possible House NG 5873 3572 [70m OD] 

 

8m to the northwest of the occupied house A are the remains of a rectangular structure 

measuring 10m northwest-southeast x approximately 4m which is open at the northwest 

end and at the southwest corner.  The feature is delineated by low banks of stone and turf 

some 0.6m wide.  The interior is flat.   
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Feature 8 Kiln Barn   NG 5872 3571 [68m OD] 

 

13m southwest of the occupied house A at 68m OD a ruined feature is thought to be the 

remains of a kiln barn.  Lying northeast-southwest on its long axis, the entire structure 

measures approximately 10m x 5m externally at its widest point.  The northeast third of 

the structure shows as very low banks with some stone and a stony spread at the north 

corner.  The southwest end is oval, 5.40m x 3m, with a sub-circular bowl at the southwest 

end, approximately 3m in diameter.  The bowl is stone built with walls 0.8m thick and is 

1m deep, as best as can be determined as the interior is tumble covered and has been used 

as a dump for building material.  The southwest end is banked externally to a height of 

about 2m and the northwest side is built into the hill slope. 

 

 

Feature 9 House    NG 5882 3575 [72m OD] 

 

6m downslope from the main Fearns road, with a fine southerly aspect and at 72m OD a 

house, 7.20m x 3.40m internally, has walls standing to a maximum height of 1.6m and a 

width of 0.8m – 1m.  The walls are of double core, dry-stone construction with rubble 

infill, although in places the exterior wall has been roughly mortared.  A doorway, 1m 

wide, stands midway in the south wall and 2 small windows lie about 2m either side of 

the door.  The east window is 0.50m across and the west 0.40m across.  The interior is 

flat and grass covered with little stone tumble.  For 2m in front of the house the ground 

has rough cobbling.  To the east of the house there is also an area of rough cobbling and a 

turf and stone bank delimits an area 6m x 5m. Changes in the weathering of the exterior 

of the east wall and a hole drilled into one of the stones of the bank gave rise to 

speculation that some kind of ‘lean-to’ shelter may have existed at the east of the house, 

perhaps covered with corrugated iron, which served as a byre. 

 

 

Feature 10 Possible House  NG 5883 3569 [48m OD] 

 

On a south facing slope some 40m west of the 1920’s house B, a flat area has been 

created recessed into the hill slope with stone revetment visible in the upslope scarp 

which is 0.80m high at maximum.  On this flat area, which is raised at the downslope side 

and measures 5m x 10m, very faint traces of a round ended structure, perhaps 7m x 3.5m 

internally, are just visible below the turf.  Some stone is visible in places. 

 

 

Feature 11 Possible House  NG 5886 3567 [38m OD] 

 

A line of very substantial stones 11.50m long forms the southeast front of a flat 

‘platform’ 11.60m northeast-southwest by 5.40m northwest-southeast.  Further very large 

stones form an edge at the southwest end.  The northeast edge is cut into the hill slope, 

with a scarp 0.30m high.  Some loose stone is scattered within the west end of the 

‘platform’.  A slight change of slope arcs round at the east end.  It is thought that the 

stones formed the foundation of a bow-ended house, speculatively 11.60m x 4.40m 



 19 

externally.  A break in the southwest stone line, 1.60m wide, may have been the entrance.  

The feature lies southwest of House B and within the area of ground which has been 

landscaped in the 1960’s refurbishment.  It is thought that a substantial house has been 

robbed for stone with the large foundation stones being too difficult to remove. 

 

 

Feature 12 House    NG 5892 3566 [37m OD] 

 

On a south facing slope at 37m OD an area 12m x 10m is defined by a 1m high turf and 

stone bank at the north and east sides and a lower bank, no more than 0.60m high at the 

west side.  The south frontage is open.  Within this area an oval structure, 10m x 4.70m 

externally, is now defined only by low stone and turf banks.  There may have been an 

entrance in the south wall.  The interior and the south exterior are strewn with small stone 

tumble.  The west wall of the large enclosure shown on the OS map is built over the north 

enclosing bank of this structure and stops 5m from the south wall of the house.  This 

break may have been an entrance into the large enclosure. This would suggest that the 

building existed and was in use at the time of the construction of the enclosure wall.  At 

the west end a large grass-covered clearance mound with carefully piled stones showing, 

measures 8m x 5m and is 1.60m high at its peak. 

 

 

Feature 13 Dairy Store   NG 5899 3571 [38m OD] 

 

On a south facing slope, at about 38m OD a small sub-circular feature, 2m x 2.40m 

externally, shows as a slight rise in the grass with some stone showing.  A small bowl, 

1m diameter, is visible.  Some stones at the south end may be part of the structure or may 

have tumbled.  The feature is interpreted as a small store. 

Lying 5m to the west, a ‘hook’ of stony turf banking is almost buried in the grass and 

bracken.  The west line is 4m long and the east is 2m, with the banking being between 

0.60m and 0.80m wide.  This may be all that remains of an oval structure perhaps 4.50m 

x 3m externally.  7m to the southwest a small burn has been bridged with flagstones and 

the track running east-west is laid with small stones for about 10m on either side of the 

bridging. 

 

 

Feature 14 Possible Byre   NG 5902 3568 [32m OD] 

 

In the southeast corner of the large enclosure at 32m OD a drystone structure has been 

built into the enclosure walls.  Lying southwest-northeast on its long axis, the building is 

constructed of double-faced dry-stone walling with a rubble core and measures 7.30m x 

2.80m.  The walls are 0.50m thick except the southeast wall which faces the sea and is 

0.70m thick.  The maximum height of the walls is 1.30m and the condition of the walls 

tends to suggest that mainly they are standing to their original height.  A doorway 1m 

wide lies in the southeast wall but has been partially blocked, leaving a narrow entrance 

no more than 0.40m wide.  There are no windows.  The interior is clear and grass 

covered.  The comparative thinness of the walls and the lack of windows gave rise to 
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speculation that this was a byre.  However, the presence of a doorway outside of the 

enclosure, the lack of any nearby gateway in the enclosure wall, and the fact that the 

building stands not more than 15m from the point where the ground drops sharply down 

to the shore seems rather puzzling. 

 

 

Feature 15 Byre    NG 5901 3570 [37m OD] 

 

Built into the east wall of the large enclosure, approximately 20m from Feature 14, is a 

rectangular byre measuring 4.60m x 3.20m.  The walls are double-faced drystone with 

rubble core and are 0.60m thick and 1.1m high at maximum.  The entrance, 1m wide, is 

in the east end of the south wall and there are no windows. 

 

 

Feature 16 Pen & Shelter  NG 5900 3573 [44m OD] 

 

27m along the enclosure wall from Feature 15, a small sub-rectangular structure 

measuring 2.80m x 2.40m is built into the enclosure wall.  The walls are drystone, double 

faced with rubble infill and much tumbled.  It is thought that an entrance 1m wide lies in 

the east end of the south wall.  Lying 2m to the south along the enclosure wall are the 

faint remains of a pen, 2.40m x 1.40m, which is delineated by a low turf and stone bank 

built against the enclosure wall. 

 

 

Feature 17 (not drawn)  Possible House NG 5878 3577 [72m OD] 

 

Not more than 5m downslope of the Fearns road are the insubstantial remains of a bow-

ended structure which has measured approximately 14m x 6m over walls which are 

showing now as very low banks 1.40m wide.  No internal features or entrance could be 

discerned. 

 

 

Feature 18 Structure and Banks  NG 5889 3578 [72m OD] 

 

Set against the stone revetment of the south side of the road is a small rectangular 

structure 3m x 2m with dry-stone walling standing to a height of 0.90m.  The interior has 

a considerable amount of tumbled stones and vegetation in it, making it difficult to 

discern the details inside the structure but the internal corners appear to be squared.  An 

entrance 0.90m wide lies midway in the south wall and a few stones in front of the 

entrance may represent part of a flue or drain which terminates in a hole in the hill slope 

3m from the entrance.  The function of the structure is unclear.  In shape it would appear 

to be a byre, but, at only 3m x 2m internally with an entrance only 0.90m wide it is rather 

small.  In size and position it is appropriate for a kiln but the squared internal corners 

would suggest otherwise.  To the south and to the east of the structure there are a number 

of stony banks and scoops which probably represent the much degraded remains of what 

may have been 2 structures and some field banks. 
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Feature 19 Foundations   NG 5893 3581 [70m OD] 

 

On the south facing slope, not more than 10m south of the road at 70m OD, are the 

vestigial remains of a bow-ended sub-rectangular structure which has been built into the 

hill slope on its northwest side and revetted with stone.  The structure has measured 

approximately 12m x 4m and is seen now as a scoop in the surrounding grass cover.  The 

old track to Eyre passes east to west immediately below the structure and is revetted with 

stone at this point.   

 

 

Feature 20 Ruinous structures NG 5898 3581 [60m OD] 

 

At 60m OD and approximately 15m south of the Fearns road are the insubstantial 

remains of at least 4 structures which are seen as low grassy banks. 

 

(a) An arc of low banking is all that can be seen of what was probably a bow-ended 

structure 4m wide externally.  The length cannot be determined.   

(b) 6m southeast of (a) is an oval shape of low banks, 7.60m x 4m maximum, with no 

internal features visible. Between (b) and (c) are 2 curves of low grass-covered 

banking, one 7m long and the other 11m long. 

(c) 8m to the south of (b) the remains of a sub-rectangular structure are now defined 

by low grass-covered banks.  Lying northwest-southeast on its long axis, the 

structure measures 14.20m x 3m.  In the northeast wall 4 visible stones may be 

the inner wall face.  There are no other visible features.  In the southeast corner is 

the metal support for a modern windmill.  2m to the south are curves of low 

banking. 

(d) 4m to the southeast of (c) are the amorphous remains of what may have been 

another bow-ended structure approximately 5m wide.  To the west is a 10m 

stretch of rocky banking, 1m wide which ends on the edge of a pronounced scoop. 

 

 

Feature 21 Byre    NG 5904 3579 [52m OD] 
 

A very ruinous structure measuring 7m x 3.60m internally, lies north-south on its long 

axis on a south facing slope.  The south end of the structure has foundation walling 

remaining which consists of a double layer of very large stone slabs with rubble infill 

between, 1m in thickness.  The walling at the north end of the structure is reduced to a 

slight grassy bank.  An entrance, 1.30m wide, lies in the east wall.  There is no evidence 

of windows or any internal features. 

 

 

Feature 22 Byre    NG 5909 3580 [55m OD] 

 

On a south facing slope at about 55m OD, a rectangular structure lies roughly east-west 

on its long axis and measures 7.40m x 3.60m internally.  The walls are constructed of 

drystone, double-faced with rubble infill and are 0.80m thick.  An entrance 1.20m wide 
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lies midway in the south wall which stands to a height of 1.40m.  There is no evidence of 

windows.  The interior of the building has been filled with stone and other building 

rubble to the level of the south wall.  To the southeast of the building two curved 

‘terraces’ have been created with some stone revetment visible under the grass.  

 

 

Feature 23 House/Byre   NG 5913 3582 [58m OD] 

 

A roughly square byre, 3m x 3m internally, lies within the faint remains of an earlier 

structure.  The earlier structure, showing now as no more than low banks, may have been 

a house, approximately 9m x 3.5m.  The byre has re-used the northeast end of this 

building.  It is constructed of double-faced drystone walling with rubble core which 

stands to a maximum height of 1.2m at the north and northeast where the walls are 

revetted into the hill slope. There may have been an entrance to the byre in the southwest 

wall.  In the north corner some roughly built walling creates a small pen 1m x 1m. 

 

 

Feature 24  Complex of Structures  Centred on NG 5910 3582 

[60m OD] 

 

Situated on a south facing slope with fine views over the Sound to Skye and to the 

mainland, Features 24(a) – 24(d) are the remains of several structures which sometimes 

overlap and sometimes intrude into each other.  They are clearly of different periods and 

have been pre-clearance and earlier in origin with some rebuild taking place in the 1920’s 

when the Fearns land was reclaimed and re-used. 

 

 

Feature 24 (a)  Iodhlainn 

 

This structure is known to have been used as a iodhlainn (an enclosure used for storing 

crops).  The feature consists of a sub-circular enclosure, 14m x 11m in diameter, with an 

entrance, 1.5m wide, in the south wall.  The north and east sides of the iodhlainn are 

visible as a grass-covered stony bank, the south and west are built of large boulders.  The 

interior is grass-covered and 3m from the entrance is a stone stack stand 1.50m in 

diameter. Feature 24(b) intrudes into the southwest side of the iodhlainn walling. 

 

 

Feature 24 (b) Byre 

 

Intruding into the southwest corner of Feature 24 (a) a rectangular structure lies on top of 

the plinth of an older building which has had a slightly different alignment.  The 

structure, which measures 5m x 3m internally, is built of dry-stone double-faced walling 

with a rubble infill.  The walls are standing to a maximum height of 1.10m and are 0.80m 

thick.  There may have been an entrance midway in the south wall.  The west end of the 

interior is filled with grass-covered tumble to the height of the walls and the east end, 

which intrudes into the iodhlainn, is filled with stone rubble.  Midway in the west wall 
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there may have been a drain exit or flue and a line of large stones 4m long runs northwest 

from the southwest corner of the byre into Feature 24(c) 

 

 

Feature 24 (c)  Foundations 

 

Adjacent to the west side of Feature 24 (a) are the low foundations of several structures 

which appear to overlie each other.  The structures have been robbed of much of their 

stonework leaving only very large stones remaining.  A line of these large stones may 

have been the foundation of the north wall of a round ended structure, possibly measuring 

approximately 11m x 3.50m.  Another structure has been built into the hill slope to the 

north of this line of stones.  An L-shaped bank to the west possibly represents all that 

remains of another structure.  It is thought that the structures in this area have been 

robbed of stone for the building of the 1920’s house C and for the reconstruction of the 

byre at Feature 24 (b). 

 

 

Feature 24 (d)  Structure 

 

Situated 3m to the east of Feature 24(a) are the very ruined remains of a sub-rectangular 

structure. The structure, which has possibly measured 8m x 4m, is defined by no more 

than low turf banks with no visible wall faces and no visible entrance.  A slight change of 

slope within the interior may be evidence of an internal partition. 

 

 

Feature 25  Structure  NG 5917 3587 [62m OD] 

 

A small structure, 7m x 3m internally, lies at 62m OD and is revetted into the hillslope at 

its northwest side. The structure is grass-covered and has the appearance of being sunk 

into the ground.  As far as can be determined, the walls have been about 0.70m thick.  

There is a quantity of moss-covered stone internally.  At the outside of the southwest 

corner is a small sub-rectangular setting of stones, 1.50m x 1m.  To the south and 

southeast the ground drops away steeply. 

 

 

Feature 26  House   NG 5919 3587 [70m OD] 

 

Lying northeast-southwest on its long axis a house has been revetted on its southeast side 

into one of the field banks which are a feature of this area.  The structure measures 12m x 

4.60m internally and has walls 0.60m thick standing to a maximum height of 0.50m.  

There is a suggestion of a possible internal partition.  There may have been an entrance in 

the north wall.  The corners, where visible, are rounded.  The whole structure is now 

covered with grass and moss but it can be seen in places to have been constructed of 

drystone walling.  A length of walling, 3m long, runs from the southwest corner of the 

house. 
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Feature 27 Foundations   Centred on NG 5919 3588 

[70m OD] 

 

The ephemeral remains of a building lying northeast-southwest on its long axis have a 

scooped ‘extension’ at the northeast end.  The main structure measures 13.40m x 2.80m 

and the ‘extension’ 3m x 3m.  At its southwest end the structure lies against the 

substantial bank, mostly natural but man-made in parts, which at this point is 2.70m in 

height.  The feature shows as only a low rise in the grass and reeds and no entrance or 

internal features could be discerned.  Approximately 2m to the northwest are some faint 

remains, approximately 6m x 3m, which are possibly only part of a structure.  There may 

have been an internal partition wall.  The feature lies now in grass and bracken cover and 

shows only as a shape in the grass. These features are part of a settlement complex which 

consists of Features 26 – 30. 

 

 

Feature 28 Possible House & Byre NG 5919 3590 [70m OD] 

 

Some 10m northwest of Feature 27 are the remains of a rectangular building, possibly a 

house, measuring 11.40m x 4m.   The walling is visible as a grass-covered bank 0.50m 

high and 0.80m thick. There may have been an internal partition wall.  An entrance 1m 

wide lies in the southwest wall and a very large stone lies at its northeast side.  The 

northeast section of the structure is slightly higher than the southwest, giving rise to the 

speculation that this has been a combined house and byre with single entrance for both 

people and cattle.  

 

 

Feature 29 Foundations   NG 5919 3590 [70m OD] 

 

Adjacent to the northeast wall of Feature 28 and on almost the same alignment a very 

ruinous structure, approximately 8m x 3.50m, lies northeast-southwest on its long axis.  

The structure shows now as a vague shape in the grass with 3 very large boulders in the 

foundations of the northeast wall.  There may have been an internal partition and there 

has been a wide entrance in the southwest wall.  No internal features are visible. 

 

 

Feature 30 Foundations   NG 5919 3591 [70m OD] 

 

Lying north-south on its long axis, 2m to the north of Feature 28, are the remains of a 

structure 7m x 4m internally.  The walls are now low grassy banks although some large 

stones form the foundation at the southeast corner and some of the internal wall face is 

visible in the west wall.  There may have been opposing entrances in the east wall and in 

the west wall suggesting this may have been a winnowing barn. 
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Feature 31(a) Re-used House NG 5921 3589 [70m OD] 

 

A rectangular structure, lying northeast-southwest on its long axis, has originally 

measured 14.40m x 3.60m.  The northeast sector of the structure now only shows as low 

grass-covered banks.  There is an entrance, 1.20m wide, in the southeast wall. A later 

wall has been butt-jointed on to the southeast wall to the south of the entrance to form a 

smaller structure at the southwest end, probably using the stones of the original building, 

and we now see a dry-stone structure, 3.90m x 3.60m with walls 0.80m thick standing to 

a maximum height of 1.00m.  The structure has been revetted into the slope of a natural 

bank at the southwest end. The feature is interpreted as having been a long house with an 

internal byre which has been converted into a barn or byre in more modern times.  On the 

northeast corner an L-shape of low banking suggests that there may have been a small 

kale yard about 5m x 6m attached to the house. 

 

 

Feature 31(b)   Kiln Barn   NG 5921 3589 [70m OD] 
 

Some 3.50m to the southeast of 31(a) is a small oblong structure, 4m x 2m, which has 

been revetted into the hill at the northwest.  The northwest corner has slumped and in this 

corner there has been a stone lined bowl about 1m in diameter with some irregular stone 

coursing visible.  This is interpreted as being a kiln bowl and the entire structure is 

thought to have been a small kiln barn. 

 

 

Feature 32 Modern Shed Base  NG 5922 3590 [65m OD] 

 

Tucked into an east facing slope above a steep drop to a burn and among grass and nettles 

is the concrete base for a shed lying on a dry-stone plinth.  Overall the feature measures 

7.40m x 5.60m on a northwest-southeast axis and low stone walls around the base are 

0.30m high x 0.20m thick.  There are two entrances, one 2.50m wide, in the north wall 

and one, 1.10m wide, in the south wall.  A track leads to the feature from the Hallaig 

road. 

 

 

Feature 33 (not drawn) Possible Structure NG 5921 3591 [72m OD] 

 

Approximately 8m to the northwest of Feature 32 is an arc of stone and turf banking, 1m 

wide and 0.20m high, which may be all that remains of an earlier bow-ended structure.  

The feature is open at the upslope (west) end and is presently 6m long and 4m wide at the 

open end. 

 

 

Feature 34 House    NG 5927 3598 [70m OD] 

 

South of and adjacent to the Hallaig track, opposite house D, lie the ruins of a structure 

among grass and bracken.  The structure is of dry- stone construction with foundation 
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stones of very large boulders.  The structure measures 9.2m x 4m internally, with walls 

0.80m thick standing to a maximum height of 1m. The northwest wall is revetted into the 

slope.  An entrance, 0.90m wide, lies in the ruinous southeast wall and there is now no 

evidence of windows.  Some internal features are probably more modern lambing pens.  

The position and dimensions of the building and the thickness of the walls, suggest a 

house rather than a byre. 
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