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RAASAY 2002 

 
Abstract: The survey of the township of North Fearns and the surrounding area forms part of 

ACFA’s continuing interest in the physical remains of human activity on the Island of Raasay. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The 2002 survey is a continuation of our 1995, 96, 97, 98, 99 and 2000 surveys of the physical 

remains of human activity on the Island of Raasay. 

In 1995 the townships of Oskaig and Holoman were surveyed plus the surrounding area. In 96 

the townships of Balachuirn, Balmeanach, Inver and Brae and their surrounding areas were 

surveyed. In 97 the survey covered the townships of Glame, Manish More, Brochel and Doire 

Domhain and the surrounding area. In 98 the twin townships of North and South Screapadal 

plus the surrounding area, including the forest between Brochel and Screapadal, were surveyed. 

In 99 we surveyed the township of Manish Beg and the surrounding area and in 2000 we 

surveyed the townships of Arnish and Torran and their surrounding area. 

This year we decided to survey the township of North Fearns and its surrounding area. As this is 

a large scattered township this will take two seasons to complete. 

In addition we have carried out a field survey in the north of the island of the area north of the 

Fladda to Umachan path, paying particular attention to the various settlements on the east coast.  

The report of these surveys now follows. 
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North Fearns 
 

 

The township of North Fearns lies on the east coast of Raasay at the south end of the public road 

from Inverarish. The township is situated on a number of terraces on the steep slopes of Beinn 

na Leac overlooking the Inner Sound. The road, which divides the township into two parts, runs 

along one of these terraces.  

 

The township of Fearns appears in the earliest known records of the lands of Raasay of 1596 as 

Nefuernyn, in company with several other settlement names the location of which is not now 

known. The township at Fearns is an amalgamation of a number of these smaller townships 

which, by the early 19
th

 century, had coalesced to form Upper and Lower Fearns. By 1827 the 

value of the whole township was by far the largest of the Raasay estate.  

The township was one of the first to be cleared and by 1854, when the last round of immigration 

and eviction took place, this brought to an end what had been a thriving community. 

In 1861 there were a drainer and his family living at Fearns, in 1871 a labourer and his family 

and in 1891 a shepherd. 

In 1921 people returned to Fearns when the Land Raiders built and occupied three houses. The 

houses are now all holiday homes. 

 

It was decided that this year the survey would concentrate on that part of the township that lies 

above the road and within the head dyke. In addition, the survey would also include the higher 

terraces on which were a number of large enclosures shown on the O.S. 1:10000 and on the OS 

First Edition maps. 

 

This part of North Fearns which lies to the north above the road to Hallaig falls conveniently 

into four areas. An iron post and wire fence of the 19th century crosses three of these for a 

length of almost one kilometre. Above the fence line is an area containing a large number of 

sheilings. 

 

Area 1. 

 
The west part of this area is of undulating pastureland.  Rig and furrow and the vestigial remains 

of a few structures are visible here. 

Further east a short shallow valley runs north wards to the foot of a steep rocky and wooded 

slope. A field bank runs uphill to the west of this valley and on the east a long bank contours the 

slope. At first it was thought that the two banks constituted a continuous head dyke. However 

the last visible parts of the banks lie at very different altitudes making a junction difficult. 

 

Situated on a flat natural terrace approximately 100m above the road is a complex of structures 

and enclosures. It is possible that this settlement was an earlier phase of North Fearns which was 

abandoned before the pre-clearance structures were built further down the slope, possibly 

towards the end of the 18
th

 century. 

Two upstanding structures, clearly 19th century, remain on the slopes below the settlement. 

Remains of other older structures are found on the east side of the valley. 

 

An unusual feature of this area is the number of clearance cairns, some of which are of relatively 

clean stone and have been built with considerable care. Some appear triangular in section while 

others are built against large erratic boulders. Some of the cairns are long grass covered mounds, 

looking like graves from a distance.  
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An old field bank running north to south divides the area in two, separating the settlement from 

the other remains. It has large stones remaining in its southern part but becomes faint in the 

section which runs up the slope. Because of its odd position it is suggested that it is a remnant of 

an earlier system of land division. 

In the centre of the flat ground at the bottom of the slope an area, 20m by 15m has been cut by 

drains running southwards. It is mentioned in Sharpe’s A Study in Island History that one of the 

last inhabitants of Fearns was a drainer. It is suggested that he may have cleared much of the 

ground, building some new clearance cairns and enlarging others while cutting drains in the 19th 

century when the landlord, Mr Rainy, was paying for work to be done. The road to Fearns is 

known as a Destitution Road and it might be possible that the strange distribution of stone 

occurred at that time. 

 

Area 2 
 

To the east of area 1 on a southeast sloping terrace over 300 m long lie features which indicate 

obvious multi-period use. The latest of these features are the large enclosures which dominate 

the area and have given rise to the name Na Buailtean (sheepfolds). These have upstanding 

banks but no substantial entrances. 

 

Other more ephemeral features are seen at all parts of the terrace. 

 

Faint fragments of field banks are seen to run north and south throughout the area, presumably 

from an earlier period of land use. 

 

The purpose of these fields is not immediately obvious. Since two have definite evidence of rig, 

were the banks intended to keep animals out or to confine animals at certain times for soil 

enrichment? 

 

Along the rocky outcrops which edge the inland side of the area there is evidence of several sites 

where small boulders have been placed to give small sub-rectangular cleared spaces, usually of 

only a few metres in length. 

 

Area 3 
 

Situated at the north-east end of the area enclosed by the 19th century fence and above the track 

to Hallaig on moderately sloping ground is an area containing a number of houses and other 

structures. Faint north to south running banks divide the slope and a house structure stands in 

each sector, with the structures situated at different levels. 

It would appear that the houses are older than the 19
th

 century fence as some of the houses are 

just outside the fence line and in some cases cut by it. However as the houses appear to lie 

within their own strip of land this tends to suggest that they are an example of a crofting 

township and are later structures than those of the settlement at Feature 10. 

 

Area 4 
 

This area lies above the 19
th

 century fence and covers an area approximately 1.5km northeast-

southwest x 0.5km northwest-southeast. Within the area are a number of large enclosures with 

walls constructed from turf and stone, which appear on the modern OS 1:10000 map and on the 

First Edition OS 6 inch map.  Most of the features lie close to or within these enclosures. Also 

within the enclosures are areas of improved ground with evidence of rig and furrow. 

There does not appear to be any readily available water source as there were no burns visible at 

the time of the survey, although some small boggy patches may have been the remains of a 

water supply in the past 
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North Fearns Survey 
 

 

Feature 1 Field Bank NG 5842 3580 [130m OD] 
 

A stone and turf field bank running south to north up the hill slope is shown for a distance of 

70m on the plan. 

 

 

Feature 2 House NG 5847 3581 [130m OD] 
  

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures internally 12m x 5m, is situated on a south-facing 

slope approximately 60m above the road from Inverarish. The structure, which consists of two 

compartments, is in a very ruinous condition and is grass and moss covered with a few stones 

visible. The walls, which are of drystone construction, are 0.40m high and 0.60m wide. There is 

no evidence for an entrance and no internal features are visible. There is an “extension” on the 

northwest side, dug into the hillside and revetted with stone, which has clearly been attached to 

the house. To the northwest is an enclosed area defined on the south by turf banking and the 

steep slope, to the west by a turf and stone bank. In the southwest corner of the enclosure are 

wide rigs 5m in width and 16m long. 

 

 

Feature 3 Byre /Store NG 5851 3581 [135m OD] 
 

To the north of Feature 2, a turf and stone bank runs northeast under the metal post and wire 

fence.  15m to the northeast of Feature2 is a D-shaped enclosure, 5m x 4m, dug into the south 

side of the turf and stone bank and constructed from the same materials as the bank. The walls 

are 1m thick and there is no evidence for an entrance. This is possible a small byre or store.  

 

 

Feature 4 House NG 5851 3580 [125mOD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures internally 8m x 3.50m, is situated 38m east of 

Feature 2 and lies on a steep south-facing slope approximately 60m above the road. The walls, 

although in a ruinous condition, appear to have been of double skinned drystone construction 

with a rubble infill and measure 0.60m thick and 0.30m at their highest point. The structure has 

been revetted at its north side into the slope and built up in the south to level the site. The 

interior has grass, moss and bracken covering a large amount of tumble. There is no visible 

evidence for an entrance or any internal features. 

 

 

Feature 5 Field Clearance NG 5855 3582 [145m OD] 

 

A low rickle of field clearance 6m long runs down the slope. 

 

 

Feature 6 Bank/Drain NG 5857 3583 [145m OD] 
 

A bank, or drain upcast, runs along the west side of an area 55m x 40m of 5m wide rig, which 

runs almost north to south. 
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Feature 7       Field Bank   NG 5863 3587 [145m OD] 

 
A stone and turf field bank, 1m high in parts, runs north under the improvement fence uphill for 

a distance of 35m before turning north east and fading out. It crosses a possibly natural hollow 

way running down hill from the north east. 

 

 

Feature 8 Field Bank NG 5864 3584 [130m OD] 

 
A very faint curved turf bank, 6m north to south and 5m east to west, lies to the west of a natural 

edge. It is 0.50m wide and 0.20m high. 15m to the south lie a number of low clearance cairns. 

 

 

Feature 9 Field Bank NG 5866 3585 [130m OD] 
 

A low turf and stone field bank runs south downhill from below an east to west lying outcrop 

scarp. A large clearance cairn on the west side of the bank at the south end measures 10m north 

west to south east and is 4m wide. 

 

 

Feature 10 Settlement Centred on NG 5874 3585 

                    [105m OD] 

 
Situated on a flat natural terrace approximately 30m above the road is a complex of structures 

and enclosures. The area measures 70m northeast-southwest x 36m northwest-southeast and is 

bounded on the northwest by a steeply rising hillside while on the south the ground falls sharply. 

In the northeast the area is defined by a tumbled bank of stones. A hollow track, revetted in 

places, comes eastwards along the contour of the hill and comes into the settlement at the west 

corner.  On the terrace are the much degraded remains of 8 structures with associated banks and 

enclosures. On the adjacent slopes are low banks and a number of very considerable clearance 

cairns. Lying to the east is an enclosed area which, according to local information, is an old 

burial ground. 

 

Feature A  House and Enclosure  
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 13.10m x 2m internally, lies northwest-southeast 

on its long axis. The structure is very ruinous with no upstanding walls and is set in a hollow to 

a depth of 2m. The outline of an internal division 7m from the northwest end is barely visible. 

An entrance, 1.40m wide and flanked by 2 large stones, lies on the northeast wall and is situated 

3m from the southeast end of the structure. The south end of the structure deteriorates into 

rubble. On the west side lies an enclosure 15m long x 10.50m wide, constructed of a mixture of 

low stone and turf banks. There is an oval shaped depression at the west edge of the enclosure 

which measures 3m x 2m and at the southwest corner is a circular depression about 1m in 

diameter with a drainage channel 2m long running from it through a break in the enclosure bank. 

There is no obvious entrance to the enclosure but it may have been in the southwest corner at the 

drainage channel or at the north end beside the wall of the house. 

These structures are probably the remains of a house and integral byre with a common entrance 

and an associated kail yard. 

 

Feature B House and Enclosures  
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 13m x 5m internally, like Feature A, built into a 

hollow 1.50m deep. The interior is full of tumble which gives the appearance of having been 
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thrown into the interior rather than simply tumbled.  The corners are rounded and the ends of the 

structure are bowed. There are two internal divisions, the first situated 4m from the west end and 

the second 7m from the west end. These internal divisions are approximately 0.50m high.  There 

is no visible entrance.  On the outside of the south wall is a small D-shaped hollow 4m x 3m.  

From the east corner is a much degraded turf and stone wall that runs roughly northeast and is 

part of an irregularly shaped enclosure, 20m x 22m at its maximum. This is bounded in the 

northwest by a tumbled wall along the hill-slope and in the northeast by a tumbled wall which 

contains within it a very substantial clearance cairn, 8m x 4m and more than 1m high.  In the 

western edge of the cairn is a very large stone, 1m x 1m and 0.80m high.  An entrance to the 

enclosure is situated in the south wall.  To the northeast of the cairn an extended enclosure with 

low turf and stone banks measures 15m x 13m.  Approximately mid way along the south wall of 

the extension a 7m length of substantial dry-stone walling, 1m high, has been constructed.  This 

forms a rectangular area 7m x 3.50m, open to the south. It is possible that this walling is 

contemporary with Feature 12 (i.e. late 19
th

 century) and the rectangular area may have been a 

run for working sheep, when Feature 12 was in use as a shepherd’s bothy. 

 

Feature C Byre/Store  

 
An oval shaped structure, which measures 6m x 2m internally, lies 3m to the south of Feature B. 

The structure is in a very ruinous condition with grass covered walls which rise to a maximum 

height of 0.50m. There is an entrance on the south side 1.40m in width. There are no internal 

features visible and the interior is full of rubble which is grass covered. 

 

Feature D House  

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 9m x 3m internally, again consists of a hollow 

filled with tumble. There is a large stone at its southeast corner which is possibly one of the 

corner stones of the house. No entrance or internal features are visible. 

 

Feature E Byre/Store  
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 7m x 3.20m internally, lies adjacent to the 

southeast end of Feature A.  This is a very ruinous structure and, at its northwest end, are grass 

covered stones piled to a height of 0.60m. At its southeast end there are a number of large stones 

with a considerable amount of rubble. There may have been an entrance in the centre of the 

northeast wall.  No internal features can be discerned. 

 

Feature F Hollow  

 
A hollow, which measures 3m x 2m and is 1.50m deep, is situated at the southeast side of the 

terrace some 6m east of Feature C.  On its south side the ground slopes away steeply. Its original 

structure and purpose are not clear. 

 

Feature G         Possible Kiln Barn  

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 6m x 5m internally, is situated 3m to the northwest 

of Feature B. The structure is built into the hill-slope on the northwest edge of the terrace and in 

the west corner of the enclosure at Feature B. To the north it has a well built dry-stone wall, 

1.20m high, built into the hill-slope. The western corner shows as a pronounced circular area 

dipping into the hillside. In the west and east, dry-stone walling remains upstanding though 

broken but the south frontage of the building is tumbled and a large pile of tumbled stone is 

heaped to a height of 0.90m. It is possible that this structure may have been a small kiln barn 

with the bowl of the kiln set into the rounded west corner. 
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Feature H Hut Circle  

 
Lying 7m to the east of Feature B are the faint traces of a penannular structure, 6.80m in 

diameter.  It is visible most clearly when approaching from downslope.  The edge of the 

structure appears as a faint rise in the grass and some stone can be felt under the turf.  The edge 

is not visible at the northeast quadrant.  This may be the remains of a hut circle. 

 

 

Feature 11 Byre & Enclosure NG 5871 3580 [100m OD} 
 

An almost square structure, which measures 5.40m east-west and 5m north-south, is constructed 

from dry-stone walling.  The south wall stands 11 courses high and to a height at its maximum 

of 1.60m, but has collapsed in the centre.  The north wall is 8 courses high but the west and east 

walls are very tumbled.  The entrance, 1.20m wide, lies in the southeast corner of the south wall. 

The structure has no internal features.  The building has an attached enclosure to the east, 6.20m 

east-west and 7m north-south, which has been constructed on an area which is mostly quite level 

except on the south side where it has been built up and revetted with large and small stones.  

The surface of the enclosure beneath the grass cover is stony.  The position of the door, the 

rough cobbling of the enclosure and the absence of windows all suggest that this is a byre and 

cattle stand rather than a bothy. 

 

 

Feature 12 House NG 5876 3583 [100m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, lying roughly north-south on its long axis, measures 6.70m x 2.90m 

narrowing to 2.60m at its north end.  It is of dry-stone construction with walls rising to a height 

of between 1m and 1.30m at its north end.  This is an upstanding house with 7 courses of stone 

at the north end and 10 courses at its southeast corner. There are some very large stones 

incorporated into the structure of the building - on the internal west wall, for example one stone 

measures 1.1m x 1.1m. There is a space for a window 0.70m wide in the south wall.  The 

internal corners are square except for the northwest corner which is slightly rounded.  The walls 

at the northwest side are built into the hillside.  The south gable is slightly battered. There are no 

internal divisions visible.  There is a rectangular tank or cistern set into the floor in the southeast 

corner 0.90m wide and visible for a length of 1.90m, but the north end is hidden by tumble. On 

the south end of the exterior there are faint traces of an earlier structure lying at a slight angle to 

the present building.  Lying 10m to the east of the house are the remains of stony banking which 

may have been a much older house or a small enclosure.  In the cleared area to the south are 

several field clearance cairns. 

 

This structure appears to be contemporary with Feature 11 but is more modern than the 

structures at Feature 10, and is probably a shepherd’s house of the late 19
th

 century. 

 

 

Feature 13 Hollow NG 5877 3579[90m OD] 

 
A northwest to southeast rectangular hollow 15m x 5m bounded by a low bank of clearance. 

 

 

Feature 14 House NG 5882 3581 [93m OD[ 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 12m x 4m internally, lies on the south edge of a 

knoll, which slopes sharply to the road some 10m below. The structure has been bow ended at 
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the southwest end but was possibly square cornered at the northeast although this was not easily 

ascertained due to overgrown grass, bracken and tumble. There is a possible entrance, 0.90m 

wide, on the southeast side. There are no visible internal features. 

 

 

Feature 14a House or Byre NG 5882 3581 [93m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 8m x 3.40m, abuts the southwest end of Feature 

14. It has large stones visible at the southwest end and along the southeast wall. In the interior, 

against the southeast wall, is a sub-circular feature the purpose of which is unclear. This may 

have been built across the entrance. There are no other visible internal features. 

 

 

Feature 15 Enclosure NG 5887 3586 [100m OD] 
 

An irregular enclosure, which measures 15m x 9m, is situated on a slope looking across a small 

valley to the settlement (Feature 10). It has an entrance 2.20m wide on the southwest side. The 

tumbled walls are 1.50m wide and consist mainly of round boulders. The interior is covered in 

grass and bracken and no internal features are visible. 

According to local information this is an old burial ground but survey did not reveal anything 

within the interior which might confirm or disprove this. 

 

 

Feature 16 Field Bank NG 5878 3585 [105m OD] 

 
A stone field bank runs north - south for over 160m. At its south end it is less obvious than the 

middle section which has a well built base filled with small clearance.  The northern part 

becomes fainter and is moss covered as it rises up slope towards a large clearance cairn (Feature 

22). 

 

 

Feature 17 House NG 5885 3589 [105m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 8m x 3.50m, lies approximately 120m northeast of 

the settlement (Feature 10). The structure is in a very ruinous condition and no internal features 

are visible. There is an entrance 1.20m wide in the south wall. 

Lying 3m to the east is a small clearance cairn, 2.50m in diameter.  

 

 

Feature 18 Cairn NG 5886 3589 [105m OD] 
 

Lying to the east of Feature 17, at a distance of 10m, is a substantial cairn on a raised base. It 

measures 8.50m x 6m and is 1.50m high on the west side. It has large stones round the edge and 

there are signs of large stones in the middle.  It was suggested that this may be the remains of 

another ruined house or of a much older, possibly burial, cairn but survey could not confirm 

either theory. 

 

 

Feature 19 Pen NG 5889 3585 [90m OD] 

 

Situated on a south facing slope about 40m above the road, a rocky scarp 18m long and 

approximately 4m high backs a flattish area 20m east-west by a maximum width of 6m. The 

front, south, edge of this area is protected by a natural rocky bank, 1.50m high and 15m long. In 
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a cleft in the rock scarp a small pen has been constructed using rough boulders and measuring 

1.30m north-south and 1.70m east-west. The walling stands 4 courses high on its shorter length 

and is 0.80m high, but only 1 course remains along the longer length. There is a considerable 

amount of tumble lying outside the walls. 

 

 

Feature 20 Clearance Cairn NG 5880 3594 [130m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 4.m in diameter and 1.30m high, consists of a sub-circular 

mound of stones, which it was thought may have been piled on the south end of an older 

structure measuring 12m x 4m. 

 

 

Feature 21 Field Bank NG 5881 3594 [130m OD] 

 
This 190m long field bank edges the east part of the area containing the previous features. It 

starts on steep ground above the road where it can just be traced. Natural stony outcrop has been 

included in its build where possible and it continues along the heather covered slope to the 

north. Its form is irregular, from 0.75m to 1m wide and on the downside in parts over 1m high. 

Two courses appear in places in others only large stones. An entrance 1m wide occurs 10m 

north of the point where the modern fence crosses the field bank.  Some 55m to the northwest of 

the entrance a short bank runs westward from the main field bank. 

 

 

Feature 22 Clearance Cairn NG 5876 3595 125m OD] [ 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 11m x 3m and 1m high, consists of a stony hummock with 

turf and moss cover. There is little stone visible. 

 

 

Feature 23 Clearance Cairn NG 5875 3589 [125m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 8m x 3m and 0.70m high, consists of a stony strip with turf 

and moss cover. There is little stone visible. 

 

 

Feature 24 Clearance Cairn NG 5878 3590 [120m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 5m x 1.50m and 0.60m high, consists of a stony mound with 

turf and moss cover. 

 

 

Feature 25 Clearance Cairn NG 5878 3591[120m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 4.50m x 2m and 0.60m high, consists of a stony sub-

rectangular mound with turf and moss cover. There is some stone visible. 

 

 

Feature 26 Clearance Cairn NG 5877 3594 [120m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 3m x 2m and 0.30m high, consists of a stony sub-rectangular 

mound with turf and moss cover. There is some stone visible. 

 



 20 

Feature 27 Clearance Cairn NG 5887 3587 [105m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 4m x 3m and almost 2m high, consists of a carefully 

constructed mound of stones graded in size and overlapping, with the smallest stones on top.  A 

large erratic is situated at the northwest which measures 1.20m x 1m and 1m high. There is 

some moss covering. 

 

 

Feature 28 Clearance Cairn NG 5885 3586 [105m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 7m x 4m and 2m high, consists of a large stony mound 

possibly piled on an oval base with a large erratic at the north corner. At the south end a stone 

placed at the footings of the cairn may be a broken saddle quern. 

 

 

Feature 29 Clearance Cairn NG 5886 3586 [105m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 4.m in diameter and 1.50m high, consists of a stony sub-

circular mound. 

 

 

Feature 30 Clearance Cairn NG 5883 3586 [100m OD] 

 
A field clearance cairn, measuring 5m x 3m and 1m high, consists of a mound of small stones 

with a layer of stones on top of moss. 

 

 

Feature 31 Clearance Cairn NG 5881 3587 [120m OD] 
 

A moss covered clearance cairn measures 4m x 2m. 

 

 

Feature 32 Clearance Cairn NG 5880 3586 [120m OD] 
 

A clearance cairn measuring 4m x 2m is exceptionally well built on its east side. The cairn 

which measures 0.60m high is covered in moss. 

 

 

Feature 33 Cleared Area NG 5884 3590 {107m OD] [ 
 

In a large area of tumble to the north east of the head dyke small areas have been cleared of 

stone, the purpose of which is unclear. 

 

 

Feature 34 Enclosures NG 5887 3589 [130m OD] 
 

Two small narrow rectangular spaces, 5m long, have been created by filling gaps in outcrop 

with walls 0.50m high, providing usable areas. 
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Feature 35 Field Bank NG 5886 3589 [125m OD] 
 

To the east of the entrance in the east side of the head dyke a curved field bank lies on grass and 

heather covered ground. The bank is heather covered but some stone is visible. At its north east 

end it becomes very faint. In parts it is 0.60m wide and 0.30m high. It appears as a section of an 

earlier oval enclosure before the larger one, feature 37, was superimposed on the area. 

 

 

Feature 36 Enclosure NG 5892 3595 [125mOD] 
 

A large oval enclosure, lying southwest to northeast just east of a large rocky outcrop, measures 

55m x 25m.  Much of the stone wall is moss covered and it averages over 1m high.  Internally 

two faint turf banks are just visible in the eastern half, running partly across the enclosure, 

suggesting an earlier division of the area.  On the south side the wall is shared with that of 

Feature 37. There is no obvious entrance to this enclosure. 

 

 

Feature 37 Enclosure NG 5892 3592 [125mOD] 
 

A large oval enclosure, 60m x 30m, adjoins Feature 36 to the south and the shared wall is very 

substantial. The walls reach over 1m high and show several courses in parts of the west side. A 

possible internal bank lies in the west side utilising the main wall to form a small enclosure 15m 

long by 4m wide. There are no visible entrances to either enclosure.  There is evidence of rig 

following the direction of the long axis. 

Feature 37 gives the impression of being a later construction than Feature 36, since the wall 

shared with Feature 36 is very substantial, as if added to when Feature 37 was constructed. 

 

 

Feature 38 Field Bank NG 5893 3594 [125m OD] 
 

A low field bank runs northwards from south of the wire fence for 70m to join with an enclosure 

(Feature 40).  In parts it is spread 1m wide and incorporates some large stones. 

 

 

Feature 39 Field Bank NG 5893 3593 [125m OD] 
 

A very faint turf bank runs northeast to southwest for some 10m.  

 

 

Feature 40 Enclosure NG 5896 3596 [135m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular enclosure, lying east to west, measures 45m x 35m and is constructed of large 

stones.  The north wall reaches an area of cliff and rocky tumble some of which is incorporated 

into the wall. An entrance about 1m wide lies 10m west of the tumble.  A short wall inside 

forms a small triangular area in the north of the main enclosure. 

 

To the south of Feature 40, towards Features 42 and 43, is an area of rig some 30 m long at 4 m 

centres. 
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Feature 41 Field Bank NG 5896 3590 [125m OD] 

 
A very low short field bank runs almost due north to south for 20 m and is cutting roughly 

midway by the post and wire fence.  It has a small clearance cairn at its north end and there are 

several very small piles of clearance in the area. 

 
Due east of Feature 40 lies an area which shows evidence of use, incorporating Features 42 – 46. 

 

 

Feature 42 Clearance Cairn NG 5898 3591 [120m OD] 
 

A 5m long clearance cairn 35m to the east of Feature 41 continues south as a stone rickle for a 

further 15m.   

 

 

Feature 43 Scoops  NG 5901 3592 [118m OD] 
 

To the east of Feature 42, south of the wire fence line, is a cleared area, measuring 20m by 15m. 

The rig nearby respects Feature 43 but this gives no order of precedence. Two indeterminate 

scoops are partly outlined by stone and turf, forming small enclosures open to the east. 

 

 

Feature 44 Scoops  NG 5902 3596 [130m OD] 
 

Three small open-ended oval scoops lie to the west of the large enclosure (Feature 46) Two 

measure 7m by 5m on a northwest to southeast axis. A much smaller scoop measuring 2m in 

diameter lies between these.  It is possible that these ephemeral features were bughts.  A rickle 

of clearance 7m long runs south. 

 

 

 Feature 45 Sheiling  NG 5902 3597 [135m OD] 
 

About 5m to the west of the northwest corner of Feature 46 there is a small rectangular structure 

on a north to south axis, measuring 4m by 2m internally. It has low turf and stone walls and 

probably was a sheiling. A rickle of stones extends irregularly towards the west across the slope 

where it becomes more covered in vegetation.  This very old bank continues faintly towards the 

tumbled area near Feature 40.  10m southwest there is a cleared terrace 5m by 4m on a north to 

south axis. 

 

 Large erratic boulders are a feature of this area. 

 

 

Feature 46 Enclosure  NG 5905 3602 [135m OD] 
 

The sides of a wide shallow gully have been utilised to form an enclosure.  It is defined by a low 

stone rickle in parts and a low stone and turf bank elsewhere, and measures 50m north to south 

and 40m east to west.  An upstanding stone 1m wide indicates a possible entrance in the 

northeast. Internally the enclosure is featureless. At the south exterior of the enclosure a small 

circular sheiling has a diameter of 5m and a possible entrance in the southeast. The enclosure,  
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although of comparable size, is entirely different from the others, in shape and construction. Its 

ephemeral nature also indicates that it is of an earlier date.  

 

 

Feature 47 Clearance & Rig NG 5912 3598 [105m OD] 

 
30m to the east along the fence line from Feature 46, in a hollow, there is an area which features 

large clearance cairns, rickles and rig. The rig covers an area of 30m by 20 m at 4m centres. 

The rig and furrow is fairly sharp or fresh looking, suggesting relatively recent use, maybe 

associated with the occupation of the house (Feature 53) 100m to the east in Area 3. 

 

 

Some 70m to the northeast of Feature 46 and at a higher level lies a large oval stone walled 

enclosure, measuring 100m by 50m on a southwest to northeast axis.  The enclosure is divided 

into two areas by a faint bank (Feature 51) running northwest to southeast. 

 

 

Feature 48 Section of Enclosure NG 5914 3605 [125m OD] 
 

The southwest section of the large enclosure measures 45m x 40m. The walls, which in places 

reach 1m in height, are 1m wide at the base tapering to 0.6m at the top in parts.  The 

construction of the enclosing walls is different from those of the northeast sector (Feature 49) in 

that larger stones have been used and the bank generally has an appearance of being older than 

Feature 49.  Part of the south wall is built against a rocky outcrop. There is slight evidence of an 

entrance 1m wide on the west side.  No rig and furrow or internal features could be discerned in 

Feature 48. 

 

 

Feature 49 Section of Enclosure NG 5916 3608 [130m OD] 

 
The northeast section of the large enclosure, measuring 55m x 40m, is more evenly built of 

smaller stones than the southwest section.  A slightly raised area can be seen in the eastern 

sector. An area of rig and furrow can be seen running northeast-southwest, which respects the 

northern wall of the enclosure but underlies the south wall and continues beyond the enclosure 

to the southwest. 

 

 

Feature 50 Enclosure  NG 5915 3605 [125m OD] 
 

A small enclosure, measuring 4m by 3m north to south has been created at the juncture of the 

south banks of Features 48 & 49.  The feature has two rubble walls 0.5 m high  The rig which 

continues under the walls from Feature 49 passes just to the east of Feature 50. 

 

 

Feature 51 Bank NG 5914 3606 [130m OD] 
 

Traces of a faint low turf-covered field bank can be seen joining outcrops at both the northwest 

and south of the terrace on which Features 48 and 49 lie.  It appears that part of this bank was 

later used to form the east side of Feature 48.  Finally this bank, (Feature 51), was almost 

destroyed when the enclosure was enlarged to the north east to form Feature 49.  This, coupled 

with the underlying rig in Feature 49, suggests 3 phases of use for this area. 
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Feature 52 Enclosure NG 5916 3615 [135m OD] 

 
A strip of drystone walling, 18m long, joins two outcrop bosses.  This is part of the wall of a 

large enclosure, Feature 2 of the Upper Fearns report which appears on several OS maps. 

 

 

Feature 53 House NG 5925 3607 [100m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 13m x 4m internally, appears as a series of low 

stony banks 0.70m wide and 0.20m high at the maximum and is partially recessed into the 

hillside.  There is an entrance 1.20m wide in the southeast wall.  The structure is divided into 

two compartments by an internal partition.  The northeast compartment measures 6m x 4m and 

the southwest 7m x 4m. There are no other obvious internal features.  Situated at the outside of 

the west corner is a sub-rectangular, 3-sided drystone structure. It has been built into the hillside 

and measures 2.50m x 1.50m with the back wall rising to 0.80m high. 

From this west corner of the house a gully ascends to a large enclosure (Features 48 & 49) 

 

 

Feature 54 House NG 5928 3609 [90m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 12m x 5m internally, is of dry-stone construction 

and consists of two compartments.  The walls are 1.10m thick and reach a maximum height of 

0.90m. The structure has been built on a substantial revetted platform, partially recessed into the 

hillside. The southwest end of this structure has been partitioned just to the southwest of the 

door to create a small slightly raised compartment, 2.80m x 5m. The northeast compartment 

measures 8m x 5m. There is an entrance, 1m wide, in the southeast wall.  

 

 

Feature 55 Recessed Platform NG 5928 3610 [95m OD] 

 
A recessed platform, which measures 8m x 5m, has a pronounced front revetment and a back 

scarp.  The back of the platform is revetted into the hillside with a wall 0.40m high and the 

front, which is also revetted, is 0.80m high. To the north and east is a grass covered bank, 0.80m 

thick and 0.80m high. 

Immediately above the platform is the trackway mentioned in Feature 56. 

 

 

Feature 56 House NG 5929 3610 [100m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 7m x 4m internally, is of dry-stone construction. 

The walls are 0.70m thick and reach a maximum height of 7-8 courses – approximately 1m 

high. There is a low partition wall dividing the house into two compartments. The eastern 

compartment measures 2.50m x 4m and the western 2m x 4m. There are no other internal 

features visible.  There is a possible entrance 0.40m wide in the south wall.  

Immediately downslope to the southwest is a small sub-rectangular platform which measures 

5m x 3m.  A small track leads down from Feature 56, which connects Features 55 and56 and 

runs northeast to connect then with Features 63, 64 & 65. 

 

 

Feature 57 House & Possible Kiln NG 5932 3609 [90m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 12m x 4m internally, consists of two compartments 

of dry-stone construction recessed along the northwest side.  The walls are on average 0.70m 
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thick and rise to a maximum of 1.30m. The eastern compartment measures 6m x 4m and the 

western 3m x 4m.  A turf-covered partition to the northeast of the door separates them.  There is 

an entrance in the south wall, 0.90m wide.  There are no other internal features visible. 

The structure has been erected on a substantial base and the western end is in a much better 

condition, with its walls still standing four or five courses high.  The north side of the structure 

is incorporated within a long field bank, which extends from the enclosing fence to the road. 

There is a considerable amount of field clearance in the area. 

Upslope to the northwest, 5m from the house, is a possible small corn drying kiln. A sub-

circular structure, it measures 2.50m in diameter and 0.50m high and has been created within a 

low bank, which extends for 16m upslope. 

 

 

Feature 58 Scoops & Mounds NG 5929 3605 [85mOD] 

 
1) A low mound, 6m x 4m and 0.50m high, with boulders at the north side. 

2) An indeterminate scoop, 6m x 4m with erratic boulders on the west and north sides, has 

a low bank on the south side and no definable edge on the lower east slope. 

Both of the above appear to have been considerably robbed and are indistinct, perhaps indicating 

an earlier date than the other structures in the area. Their function is unclear. 

 

3) A small sub-rectangular pit, 4m x 1m, of comparatively recent origin. Its purpose is 

unclear. 

 

The area containing these features is covered in grass and bracken. 

 

 

Feature 59 House NG 5928 3602 [80m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 7m x 3.50m internally, has large boulders which 

form its foundation and walling 0.2m high and 0.80m thick.  The northeast half of the structure 

appears to have been partially re-constructed to create a platform, the edge of which is two 

courses high. The entrance is situated in the east wall.  A rectangular pit, possibly the result of 

robbing, lies on the inside of the west wall of the structure and a tooled, cut freestone lies in the 

north-west corner of the structure.  There are no other discernible internal features 

 

 

Feature 60 House NG 5924 3597 [76m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 10.20m x 4m internally, is constructed from 

drystone walling on a foundation of large boulders. The walls are 0.70m in width and reach a 

maximum height of 0.60m. There may have been a partition to the west of the entrance, which is 

1.40m wide and is situated in the east wall. 

The building is currently full of building materials for the occupied house to the north. In 

common with the rest of the site the area is covered in grass and bracken. 

 

 

Feature 61 House NG 5936 3610 [90m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 8.40m x 3.40m internally, is constructed of 

drystone walls 1m thick with a maximum height of 0.20m.  A possible entrance lies in the 

northeast wall.  The west side of the structure does not align with the east, suggesting two 

different phases of construction.  There are no internal features visible. 
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Feature 62 House NG 5934 3612 [95m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 7m x 3m internally, has walls which are 0.80m 

thick and vary in height from 0.20m on the south side to 1m at the northwest corner.  There is an 

entrance in the south wall, 0.50m wide and to the northeast of the entrance is an accumulation of 

tumble. The internal corners are possibly rounded but are partially obscured by tumble. The 

west end is recessed into the hillside.  There are no internal features visible. 

On the immediate northwest side, up-slope of the feature, is a small field 14m x 8m.  In the 

southwest part of the field is evidence of field clearance and on the north side is a low bank 

which forms one of the land divisions of the settlement.  

 

 

Feature 63 House NG 5938 3618 [110m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 12.40m x 4m internally, lies 1.50m northwest of 

the boundary fence.  It is of drystone construction, with walls 0.80m thick rising to 8 to 10 

courses (1.10m to 1.50m).  It would appear that the east wall has been roughly reconstructed at 

some time.  The structure has been recessed and revetted into the hillside.  There is an entrance 

1.1m wide in the southeast wall.  There is no evidence for any internal partitions or any other 

internal features. 

 

 

Feature 64 House/Byre NG 5938 3619 [110m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 14.40m x 4m internally, lies 2m to the northeast of 

Feature 63. It is built on a platform, and the drystone walls measure 0.80m wide and 0.80m 

high.   It is recessed and revetted into the hillside.  There is an entrance 0.80m wide in the 

southeast wall.  There is no evidence for any internal partitions or any other internal features. 

This structure appears to be in a much more ruinous condition than Feature 63, which may mean 

that it is older. 

 

 

Feature 65 House NG 5945 3623 [115m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, measuring 11.80m x 3.80m internally, is recessed into the hillside. 

The walls, which are of dry-stone construction, vary in height from 1.20m at the north gable to 

0.90m at the south gable and vary in width from 0.70m to 0.80m.  The northwest wall is revetted 

into the hillside.  An internal wall, 0.50m wide and 0.50m high, divides the structure into two 

compartments, the northeasterly measuring  6.30m x 3.80m and the other 5m x 3.80m. There is 

an entrance in thesoutheast wall which leads into the smaller of the two compartments.  In the 

internal southwest corner is a small niche, 0.30m wide x 0.30m deep and 0 30m high.  There is 

no evidence for any other internal features.  The surrounding vegetation is grass and bracken. 

 

 

Feature 66 Store/Byre NG 5944 3622 [100m OD] 

 
A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 4.50m x 3.50m, lies 15m south of  Feature 65.  It 

consists of a structure running north-south on its long axis and recessed into the slope.  The 

walls are of drystone construction, 0.50m thick and with a maximum height of 0.70m.  The 

structure has been constructed on a terrace on its downslope, south end and sits in an extensive 

natural hill slump. 
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The structure does not appear to have been used for habitation as the steep slope above drains 

directly into it. 

 

 

Feature 67 Field Bank NG 5920 3596 [75m OD] 
 

This field bank, 200m in length, runs almost westwards up the steep slope from the road, some 

60m southwest of the occupied house.  At this point it has been modified having a ditch over 1m 

deep uphill of it and currently acts as a drain.  About 50 m to the west along its length it 

becomes a typical field bank of stone and turf and fades out at its west end as a rickle of stone. 
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Upper Fearns 

 
 

Feature 1 Enclosure 1  NG 5901 3615 [170m OD] 

 
A large enclosure, which measures 200m east to west and 100m north to south, lies on an 

undulating terrace at a height of between 152m and 183m. The walls are of turf and stone 

construction and are in places 1.50m high and 1m thick. There is an entrance in the south wall. 

 

 

Feature 2 Enclosure 2  NG 5915 3625 [170m OD] 
 

A large enclosure, which measures 150m south west to north east and 120m south east to 

northwest, lies adjacent to Enclosure 1 to the northeast and is of similar construction. The 

upslope boundary of the enclosure is formed by the steeply rising scarp. 

 

 

Feature 3 Enclosure 3 NG 5925 3630 [170m OD] 

 
A large enclosure, which measures 150m south west to north east and 120m south east to north 

west, lies adjacent to Enclosure 2 to the northeast.  It is of similar construction to Features 1 & 2 

and its upslope boundary is also formed by the steeply rising scarp. Attached to the south wall 

are two smaller enclosures, 50m x 35m and 60m x 40m. 

 

 

Feature 4 Enclosure 4 NG 5936 3633 [170m OD] 

 
A large enclosure, which measures 65m south west to north east and 100m south east to north 

west, lies adjacent to Enclosure 3 to the northeast.  It is of similar construction to the previous 

enclosures and its upslope side is also formed by the steeply rising scarp.  

 

 

Feature 5 Enclosure 5 NG 5940 3640 [170m OD] 

 
A large enclosure, which measures 80m south west to north east and 60m south east to north 

west, lies adjacent to Enclosure 4. to the northeast.  It is of similar construction to the others and 

its upslope side is also formed by the steeply rising scarp. At its north east end the cliffs meet 

the terrace as it falls sharply away  

 

 

Feature 6 Sheiling NG 5871 3617 [244m OD] 
 

Situated on a terrace overlooking the road and the modern township of North Fearns an oval 

structure is built from boulders with walls 0.40m wide and 0.30m high. There is a possible 

entrance 1m wide in the east wall.  The structure is very ruinous and there are no discernible 

internal features. 
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Feature 7  Sheiling NG 5876 3620 [220m OD] 

 
Located at the foot of a steep slope among fallen slabs and boulders and at the edge of an 

extensive flat cleared area are the remains of a sheiling hut. The structure, which measures 4m x 

1.50m, is constructed from drystone walling and utilises a section of outcrop.  The walls are 

1.10m thick and 0.50m high.  The structure has a well-built section of walling at the east end, 

forming a U shape, 1.50m wide, with square internal corners.  The rest of the structure is defined 

by large boulders and outcrop and is sub-rectangular in shape.  No evidence for an entrance 

could be found 

 

Lying 10m to the east is a short stretch of tumbled walling linking outcrops and terminating at a 

large boulder.  

 

 

Feature 8  Sheiling NG 5896 3621 [190m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 3.35m x 1.70m, lies at the foot of a steep slope 

among outcrop and tumble.  The site lies within Enclosure 1  It is constructed from drystone 

walling 1.20m thick and 0.30m high and incorporates sections of outcrop.  There is no evidence 

for an entrance. 

 

 

Feature 9  Sheiling/Kiln NG 5895 3615 [180m OD] 
 

A sub-circular structure, which measures 4m in diameter, is well defined and is built of drystone 

walling.  It is situated on a little shelf at the southwest corner of Enclosure 1 and is sheltered to 

the west by the slope.  This may be a sheiling but its size and more careful construction suggests 

that it may be a corn-drying kiln, as does its location. 

 

 

Feature 10 Sheiling NG 5896 3614 [178m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 5m x 3.50m, is situated on a little promontory 

tucked into the southwest corner of Enclosure 1, in a sheltered position below high ground.  It is 

substantially built of drystone walling, 1m thick and 0.70m high. It is internally sub-divided, 

with the east end forming an almost circular compartment 2m in diameter with an entrance 

0.50m wide. 

 

 

Feature 10a Possible Rock Shelter NG 5896 3614 [178m OD] 
 

Situated a short distance to the southwest of Feature 10, immediately beyond the enclosure wall 

in the fissured rocks, there is a possible rock shelter.  It is formed by an overhanging ledge of 

rock almost 3m long, creating a sheltered space 1.50m high and 0.50m wide.  Rocks at either 

end give the space an almost rectangular shape. 

 

 

Feature 11 Iodhlann NG 5903 3628 [207m OD] 

 
A roughly built drystone structure, which measures 2m x 2m, is circular in plan with no visible 

entrance.  The walls are 0.50m thick and rise to a maximum height of 0.60m.  The structure lies 

within the northeast sector of  Enclosure 2, 19m from the enclosure bank.  It is within an area of 

rig 3m-4m wide.  Lying adjacent to the iodhlann is a small scoop 3m in diameter. 
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Feature 12 Sheiling NG 5904 3634 [247m OD] 
 

An oval structure, which measures 2.50m x 1.50m. is well built of drystone walling 0.70m wide 

and 0.40 m high.  There is an internal partition 0.70m wide which divides the structure into two 

compartments, the eastern compartment being the slightly smaller of the two.  There is no 

visible entrance.  A 3m length of walling runs from the southwest corner of the structure. 

 

 

Feature 13 Sheiling NG 5906 3635 [244m OD] 
 

Situated a short distance to the northeast of Feature 12 is an oval structure.  It is of drystone 

construction and measures 2m x 1.80m, with walls 0.50 wide and 0.50m high.  There is a 

possible entrance in the southwest corner. 

 

 

Feature 14 Sheiling NG 5905 3635 [247m OD] 
 

Lying 2.50m to the southwest of Feature 13 is an oval shaped structure measuring 2.80m x 

1.50m.  The walls, which are of drystone construction, are well built and stand 0.60m wide and 

1.30m high.  The walls are high enough in the east to show corbelling at both the northeast and 

southeast corners.  There is a possible entrance in the southwest wall. 

 

 

Feature 15 Sheiling NG 5904 3634 [247m OD] 
 

Situated a short distance to the west of Feature 14 is an oval shaped structure.  It may be a single 

sheiling with two compartments or possibly two sheilings back to back.  The larger 

compartment is at the east and is 2.70m x 1.80m, while that to the west is 2.50m x 1m.  The 

walls of both compartments stand to 0.30m high with some rubble visible, but mostly the 

structure is defined by turf banks 1.20m wide.  There is a possible entrance in the east wall. 

 

 

Feature 16 Sheiling NG 5901 3635 [256m OD] 
 

A small sub-rectangular structure, which measures 2.80m x 1.20m, is located 7m north from a 

bank that runs along the edge of a steep slope.  It is constructed from large blocks of stone 

which stand to a height of 0.60m.  Internally there is stonework creating an almost circular 

compartment at the north end, 1.80m in diameter. There is no visible entrance. 

 

 

Feature 17 Sheiling/Pen NG 5901 3636 [258m OD] 
 

An oval structure, which measures 1.50m x 1.20m, is built in a hollow that runs north-south in 

such a way that the side walls are built against the natural banks of the hollow.  There is a short 

stretch of drystone walling, 0.50m high, on the north, linking the banks of the hollow.  There is 

an entrance 0.50m wide on the south. 

  

 

Feature 18 Sheiling NG 5901 3637 [264m OD] 
 

An oval structure, which measures 1.7m x 1.3m, is built against a steep slope at the west and 

north. The east and south walls are constructed from large boulders.  There is an entrance 0.50m 

wide in the south wall. 
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Feature 19 Sheiling NG 5896 3634 [244m OD] 
 

A sub-circular structure, which measures 2.10m in diameter, is of drystone construction.  The 

walls are 0.80m wide and 0.50m high with no evidence of an entrance.  Lying 1.20m to the 

south is a large boulder, 3.50m x 2.50m, connected to the sheiling by a short stretch of walling. 

 

 

Feature 19a Rock Shelter NG 5896 3624 [243m OD] 
 

Lying 4m to the east of Feature 19 is a rock shelter formed by two enormous fallen slabs 

roughly 8m long, which have created a tent-like space under them.  It is divided lengthwise into 

two compartments by large slabs.  The northeast compartment is 3m x 1.50m and is 1 50m high 

at its highest point.  The southwest compartment is lower and measures 3m x 1.50m. There is 

evidence of walling at both ends at the openings.  The interior of the shelter is quite dry. 

 

 

Feature 20 Sheiling NG 5890 3636 [248m OD] 
 

An oval shaped structure, which measures 2.70m x 1.90m, is constructed from fallen slabs 

surrounded by a small turf bank.  The walls, including the bank, are 1m wide and 0.40m high. 

There is no evidence for an entrance. 

 

 

Feature 20a Pen/ Rock Shelter NG 5891 3639 [270m OD] 
 

Lying 28m north-northwest from the centre of Feature 20 is a well-built structure, possibly 

modern.  It is constructed under an overhang and measure 2m x 1.50m. 

 

 

Feature 21 Enclosure NG 5920 3623 [163m OD] 
 

An oval shaped enclosure, which measures 13m x 7m, is situated in a sheltered shallow 

depression in a roughly cleared area.  It has a 2m high bank to its south.  There is a considerable 

amount of natural stone debris in the vicinity and a small patch of clearance in the centre of the 

enclosure.  The interior is well drained.  There is no evidence for an entrance. 

 

 

Feature 22 Sheiling NG 5926 3636 [177m OD] 
 

An oval shaped structure, which measures 3.50m x 1.50m, lies in a cleared area at the foot of a 

slope which contains a small area of rig.  The walls, which measure 0.50m wide and 0.50m 

high, are of drystone construction.  There is an entrance 0.50m wide in the east wall. 

Immediately to the south of the sheiling is a roughly circular area, 11m x 9m. It is bounded by 

rough banks up to 2m wide and incorporates natural outcrop.  To the south, the bank falls away 

to an area of rig.  To the east, another possible bank limits the area. The entire area is covered by 

moss and bracken. 

 

 

Feature 23 Sheiling NG 5920 3632 [176m OD] 

 

An oval structure, which measures 3m x 2m, lies on the edge of a terrace above a cleared area. 

The walls, which are of drystone construction, are 1m thick and 0.30m high.  There is an 



 48 

entrance 1m wide in the west wall.  The sheiling is bounded to the south by a bank and to the 

northeast by the indistinct edge of the platform area.  Lying close by is a small area of rig and 

furrow. 

 

 

Feature 24 Possible Kerb Cairn/Sheiling NG 5931 3632 [171m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 5mx 2m, has walls which are 1m thick and 1m 

high and are of drystone construction.  The structure is divided into two by a low partition wall, 

and has an entrance 1m wide in the east wall.  The structure, which is amongst an area of rig and 

furrow to the south, lies on a platform with a well-defined circular kerb on its southwest side.  It 

is possible that this sheiling has been built on top of, and utilises material from, a kerb cairn.  It 

has a very prominent position facing south towards the Inner Sound. Lying 25m to the west, on 

the summit of a rocky knoll, is a small circular pile of stones, 1.50m in diameter, which does not 

give the impression of field clearance. 

 

 

Feature 25 Sheilings NG 5934 3634 [172m OD] 
 

A group of 4 sheilings lies to the north of an area of rig and furrow, with steep slopes rising to 

the north. 

Sheilings A & B are conjoined;  A measures 2m in diameter and B measures 4.50m x 2.20m. 

The walls of A are 0.30m high and 0.80m thick, and those of B are 0.80m high and 1m thick. 

Sheiling C is oval in shape and measures 5m x 2.50m with walls 0.80m high and 1m thick. 

Sheiling D is oval in shape and measures 2m x 1m with walls 0.50m high and 1m thick 

 

 

Feature 26 Sheiling NG 5938 3634 [172m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 4.50m x 2.50m, is attached at its eastern end to an 

oval shaped structure measuring 2m x 1m.  The walls of the main structure are 1m high and 

0.80m thick, the walls of the smaller structure are 0.50m high and 0.80m thick.  There is an 

entrance 1m wide in the east wall and an internal opening between the main compartment and 

the smaller one.  The structures lie in a raised position overlooking an area of rig and furrow to 

the south while to the north the hillside rises steeply.  

The structures are probably a dwelling with a small store attached. 

 

 

Feature 27 Sheiling NG 5928 3638 [184m OD] 
 

An oval shaped structure which measures 3m x 2m, is located on a natural terrace set among 

large tumbled boulders and outcrop below a cliff face and overlooking a cleared area with rig 

and furrow.  The walls, which are of drystone construction, are 0.40m high and 0.50m thick, 

with an entrance 1m wide in the east wall.  In the interior is a small circular feature 1.30m in 

diameter. 

 

 

Feature 28 Enclosure/Pen NG 5925 3637 [181m OD] 
 

A roughly oval shaped structure, which measures 4m x 2m, is located above an area of clearance 

just below a steep slope among an extensive area of tumbled boulders.  It is constructed using 

erratic boulders with some drystone walling in the gaps between them.  There is an entrance 

0.60m wide in the west wall.  
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Feature 29 Sheiling NG 5925 3636 [180m OD] 
 

An oval shaped structure is located below a steep slope and above an area of cleared ground 

containing rig and furrow.  The sheiling measures 4m x 2m and is constructed from drystone 

walling incorporating fallen boulders.  The walls are 1m high and 1m thick with an entrance 1m 

wide in the south wall.  

 

 

Feature 30 Sheiling NG 5926 3636 [180m OD] 

 
An oval shaped structure which measures 3m x 2.10m, is constructed from drystone walling 

incorporating fallen boulders.  The walls are 0.50m high and 0.90m thick. There is an entrance 

0.70m wide in the southeast wall.  The structure is located below a steep slope and above an 

area of rig and furrow. 

 

 

Feature 31 Sheiling NG 5930 3641 [195m OD] 
 

An oval shaped structure, which measures 2.20m x 1.20m, is of drystone construction with walls 

0.80m high and 0.80m thick.  There is an entrance 0.50m wide in the southeast wall.  The 

structure is located on a steep slope above and northeast of Feature 29, and to the north is a 20m 

stretch of walling connecting a rocky knoll with the main hill slope. 

 

 

Feature Sheiling NG 5930 3643 [204m OD] 
 

Located on a shoulder at the east end of the Fearns area and below cliffs, is an oval structure. 

Measuring 2m x 1m, the walls stand 0.40m high and 0.50m thick and are of drystone 

construction.  There is an entrance 1m wide in the south wall.  A rocky knoll close by to the east 

creates a level triangular area.  Attached to the west side of the sheiling is a wall of boulders and 

turf 2m wide and 1m high, running north-south for approximately 8m  

 

 

Feature 33 Sheiling NG 5938 3644 [200m OD] 

 
An oval shaped structure, which measures 2m x 1.40m, is situated on a flat area just west of a 

cliff.  The structure is the most easterly structure of the upper area of North Fearns.  The walls 

are of drystone construction and measure 1.10m thick and 0.50m high. 

Lying 4m to the west is a tumbled drystone wall running from a cliff face in the north to join the 

very large wall running along the top of the slope, enclosing an area to the west (site of Feature 

32).  To the west and south of the structure another drystone wall, covered with moss, edges the 

top of a sharp drop, and within this enclosed space is a cleared area with rig. 
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Field Survey of the North End of Raasay 

 
The area covered by the survey is bounded on the south by the Fladda to Umachan path and by 

the sea on the other three sides. This is a continuation of the field survey carried out in 2000 

which terminated at the Fladda to Umachan path. 

The area was divided east-west by the path to Kyle Rona.  The western side is extremely rocky 

and barren with very few features and, apart from a few sheilings, no evidence for any 

habitation sites was found.  On the eastern side the situation is quite different. There are a 

number of fairly large habitation sites such as those at Umachan, Doire Dubh, the buildings 

around the sheepfold shown on the OS 1;10000 map (known as Tigh an Achaidh) and, of 

course, the township of Kyle Rona.  These townships were simply noted in this year’s survey as 

each of them will require a more detailed survey, possibly next year. 

 

 

Feature 1 Rock Shelter NG 6061 4947 [125m OD] 

 
A rock shelter, which measures 5m x 2m, is situated under a cliff overhang. There is evidence of 

drystone walling at each end.  

The cliff faces west and at this point forms an impenetrable barrier, although further north along 

its length it is much lower and possible access points have been closed by walling. This would 

effectively close off the valley to the west, possibly to prevent stock from venturing onto the 

precipitous ground to the east above the valley south of Umachan. 

 

A dyke, shown on the 1:10000 OS map north of the cliff, runs through the valley west of the 

enclosing walling and re-appears south of the cliff.  This dyke, which is constructed of stone and 

turf, appears older than the walling except at this southern end where it is built of drystone 

construction. 

 

 

Feature 2 Enclosure NG 6107 5037 [70m OD] 
 

A enclosure, which measures 20m x 20m, is situated on a south-west facing slope of a valley 

north of the settlement at Doire Dubh.  The surrounding wall is constructed from stone and turf 

and encloses an area of rig and furrow. 

 

 

Feature 3 Enclosure NG 6086 5086 [100m OD] 
 

An enclosure, which measures 10m x 5.50m, is built against a cliff overhang.  It is semi-circular 

with an entrance 1m wide at the north end.  It is constructed from drystone walling, 1.20m high 

and 0.60m wide. 

 

 

Feature 4 Cairns/Sheilings NG 6038 4992 [150m OD] 
 

Situated approximately 200m down hill from the junction of the paths to Kyle Rona and 

Umachan, and lying to the north and slightly upslope of the Umachan path, are a number of 

structures of different periods. 
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Feature A Cairn/Sheiling 
 

An oval shaped sheiling, which measures 3.50m x 2.40m, is built against large natural boulders 

with extensive grass covered stone tumble on its downslope side.  The walls reach a maximum 

height of 0.80m.  There is an entrance 0.80m wide in the southeast with a passage 2m long with 

the natural boulders forming one wall leading into an oval shaped chamber.  Attached to the 

outside at the northwest end of the structure is a small D shaped structure. 

On the south side, a large amount of tumble, 7.50m x 6.50m, occupies an approximately circular 

area and includes the natural boulders. The amount of stone cannot be explained by the sheiling 

and it is possible that the remains of a round cairn have been re-used as a sheiling. 

 

Feature B Store 
 

An oval shaped structure, which measures 2m x 1.50m. lies some 5.5m east of Feature A. It is 

constructed of drystone walling, 0.80m high and 0.60m thick.  There is an entrance 0.60m wide 

at its eastern end. 

 

Feature C Enclosure/Cairn 
 

An incomplete circle of kerbstones, which measures 4.50m in diameter, lies 17m southeast of 

Feature B.  Part of the circle is constructed of a low turf bank, grass covered, 0.20m high and 

0.60m wide. 

It is possible that these are the remains of a kerb cairn which has been robbed to provide 

building materials for the sheiling at Feature D. 

 

Feature D Sheiling 
 

An oval shaped structure, which measures 4.10m x 1.80m, lies 1m southeast of Feature C.  It is 

constructed of turf and stone walls which measure approximately 0.40m high and 1.50m thick.  

The walling is mostly collapsed. There is no obvious entrance. 

 

Feature E Sheiling 

 
An oval shaped structure, which measures 5.80m x 2.30m, lies to the south of the path to 

Umachan and some 18m southwest of Feature D.  It is constructed of turf and stone and utilises 

natural outcrop at one end.  The walls, which are much degraded, are 0.50m high and 1.20m 

thick.  There is an entrance 0.70m wide in the north wall. 

 

 

Feature 5 Walling NG 6069 5101 [100m OD] 

 
A short length of walling, 3.80m long, 0.50m high and 0.50m thick, runs across the shoulder of 

a ridge. 

 

 

Feature 6 Sheiling NG 5940 5006 [100m OD] 

 
A 3-celled structure lies on a south facing area above a burn, bounded by cliffs to the northwest. 

The larger compartment measures 3.20m x 3.40m, the northwest compartment 2m x 1.20m and 

the third compartment is 1.30m in diameter.  The walls, which are of drystone construction, are 

1m high and have a maximum thickness of 1.20m.  The walls show an inward slope that 

suggests that they may have been corbelled at one time.  The smallest compartment shows 

evidence of having had a raised floor.  There is an entrance 1.25m wide in the southeast wall. 
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Attached to the northwest side are the remains of an enclosure.  Lying 25m to the southeast is an 

area of rig and furrow. 

 

 

Feature 7  Sheiling NG 5938 5006[100m OD] 
 

A sub-rectangular structure, which measures 3m x 2.40m, is situated 20m to the east of the 

Fladday to Umachan path.  It lies on a small area of flat ground backed by a steep slope and low 

cliffs to the east and is open to the west.  The sheiling is constructed from crude stone walling, 

0.80m thick and 0.40m high, with an entrance 0.80m wide in the southwest wall. 

 

 

Feature 8 Cairn NG 6001 4995 [200m OD] 
 

A small cairn, 0.90m in diameter and 0.60m high, marks the path to the trig point on top of 

Beinn na h’ Iolaire. 

 

 

Feature 9 Field Bank NG 5969 5004 [175m OD] 
 

A stretch of turf and stone bank, 10m long and 1.50m thick, rises to a maximum height of 

0.30m. 

 

 

Feature 10 Sheepfold NG 5943 5020 [160m OD] 

 
A roughly triangular enclosure, which measure 9m x 5.67m, is built against a rock face and is 

constructed from massive stones which form walls, 1.70m high and 0.60m thick.  There is an 

entrance 0.80m wide in the south wall.  

This appears to be a more modern sheepfold. 

 

 

Feature 11 Enclosure NG 5945 5010 [160m OD] 
 

A sub-circular enclosure, which measures 4.50m x 3.20m, is constructed from large boulders 

forming walls, 1.10m high and 0.60m thick.  There is no obvious entrance.  Lying to the 

southwest is a cleared area running northeast-southwest on its long axis and measuring 16m x 

4m. 

 

 

Feature 12 Pen/Enclosure NG 5943 5012 [165m OD] 
 

A small circular pen or enclosure, which measures 2.40m in diameter, is situated amongst an 

area of tumbled large boulders.  It has been constructed using a short section of walling to 

connect some of the large boulders to form an enclosure. 

 

 

Feature 13 Jetty NG 5908 5031 [40m OD] 
 

A small jetty, which measures 8m long x 1.50m wide and 1.20m high, is situated at the point 

where the path to Fladday reaches the Raasay shore opposite Fladday.  It is of drystone 

construction and set at an oblique angle facing north-northwest.  This angle is determined by an 

intrusive dyke, which crosses the Caol at this point. 
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Feature 14 Stone Revetment NG 5910 5016 [50m OD] 
 

A section of stone revetment, approximately 50m long, lies close to the junction of the Fladday 

and Umachan paths.  Its purpose has been to act as a revetment for the old path which has been 

superseded by the more modern one.  At its southern end is a pile of stones which may have 

been surplus to requirements when the revetment was constructed. 

 

 

Feature 15 Clearance Cairns NG 5965 4990 [145m OD] 
 

An area of ground, 25m northeast-southwest and 12m northwest-southeast, has been partially 

cleared and contains 2 prominent clearance cairns.  The cairn situated in the western corner of 

the area measures 1.60m x 1m and is 0.30m high.  The second cairn, which lies 5m to the 

southeast, measures 1m in diameter and is 0.30m high. 
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