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The Association of Certificated Field Archaeologists (ACFA)was formed in 

1987. 

 

The membership comprises holders of the University of Glasgow Certificate in 

Field Archaeology, awarded by the Department of Adult and Continuing 

Education. 

 

The original course aimed to teach adult students the basic principles of 

archaeological field survey and the importance of recording our cultural 

heritage of all periods. 

 

The present Certificate in Field Archaeology is a two year modular course 

which aims to introduce students to the fundamentals of Archaeological Field 

Survey and British, especially Scottish, Archaeology 

 

ACFA seeks to continue this work by undertaking field surveys within 

Scotland. 

 

 Enquiries regarding this publication should be addressed to either: 

 

 

 John Macdonald                  or      J. Scott Wood 

 51 Aranthrue Crescent               Tigh Na Fiodh 

 Renfrew                                       Farr, Kincraig 

 Renfrewshire                                Inverness 

 PA4 9BH                                      PH21 INU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Frontispiece:- By Jim Waterton 

Feature 11 Middle Sector Sheiling hut, looking SSW towards Dun Caan 
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RAASAY 2009 

 
Abstract: The Raasay Survey forms part of ACFA’s continuing interest in the physical 

remains of human activity on the Island of Raasay. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The 2009 survey is the last of a continuous line of surveys from 1995 till the present. 

 

As this is the last year of the Raasay Survey the area to be covered was in the centre of the 

island from Beinn a Chapuill in the north to the road from Inverarish to Fearns in the south. 

This area is mostly rough moorland criss-crossed by burns, in some places hilly and others 

boggy. Included in this report are the results from surveys carried out in 2007 and 2008 which 

fall within this geographical area. 

 

The area is quite large so, for the purpose of the report, it was decided to split it into three 

sectors, North, Middle and South. 

 

The North Sector is bounded by a line running east to west through Beinn a Chapuill in the 

north and down to grid line 41 in the south, to the west the road from Inverarish to Arnish and 

in the east the sea. 

 

The Middle Sector stretches from grid line 41 down to grid line 38 in the south and as in the 

previous sector the road in the west and the sea in the east. 

 

The South Sector runs from grid line 38 down to the road from Inverarish to Fearns in the 

south, in the west the road from Inverarish to Arnish and in the east the cliffs above Hallaig. 

 

We did not expect to find any townships or even farmsteads in the area as the land is very 

poor and indeed most of the structures were, for a want of a better word, sheiling huts. There 

were a number of possible pre-historic sites in the area but most structures were post medieval 

in date. 
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Raasay Sheilings 

 
The use of summer sheilings has been a tradition in Scotland certainly since medieval times 

and probably much longer than that.  Traditionally, animals were taken to summer pastures to 

give them fresh new grass and try to regain their strength after the rigours and privations of 

the winter. It would also allow the home grazing grounds to be used as arable land and/or 

allow the grass to re-grow for autumn grazing.  It was also necessary to keep stock away from 

unenclosed fields during the short growing and harvesting season.  Traditions varied from 

area to area but basically the procedure was the same.  Animals and their young were taken to 

uphill grazings around the end of May and brought back down to the townships in the late 

summer. The women and girls took the stock to the sheilings leaving the men to plant and 

tend the crops and to refurbish the houses when necessary.  The children tended the stock 

during the day and the women carried out dairying activities, making butter and cheese which 

was stored to pay the rent and for winter supplies.  The sheep would also be sheared at the 

sheilings and the wool prepared for spinning and weaving.  The structures within the sheiling 

settlement were fairly small and basic, consisting of living accommodation and small dairy 

stores along with enclosures which would be used to keep the animals safe at night and also to 

keep the young animals away from their mothers for part of the day while the milk was 

needed in quantity for dairying.  

There is, as far as can be ascertained, no knowledge of a sheiling tradition in Raasay and the 

only mention in old records which could be found is in Martin Martin’s A Description of the 

Western Isles of Scotland in which he says that ‘there is abundance of caves on the west side 

(of Raasay) which serve to lodge several families who, for their convenience in grazing, 

fishing etc., resort thither in the summer.’  Other sources simple say that there was no sheiling 

tradition in Raasay and, so far as the writers can find, there is no folk memory alive which 

tells of families going to the sheiling grounds in the summer.  However, ACFA’s surveys over 

the island have recorded many sites for which the only reasonable explanation is that they 

were summer sheilings.  It has been said that in the past, although not in living memory, a 

herd would go on to the hill with the cattle for a week or two in the summer to watch over 

them, possibly being relieved after a few weeks by another, without the wholesale removal of 

the settlement. (John William Gillies pers.comm) and this may explain the presence of small 

single huts scattered about the island.  At the moment, the only place-name evidence 

uncovered for a site having perhaps been a summer sheiling is the name Satir which denotes a 

summer pasture and is the name for the area around the sheiling huts located on the west side 

of the Allt Fearns just north of the road.  Without excavation it is not possible to definitely 

attribute a use or a date to any of the sheilings found on Raasay and probably not even 

excavation would help.  Given that the memory of the sheilings is totally gone and no 

mention is made of it in records of the late 18
th

 and the 19
th

 centuries it can reasonably be 

assumed that the sheiling sites still found will probably date from, at the latest, the early 18
th

 

century and most probably even earlier than that.  Why a Hebridean island would have 

abandoned the practice of sheiling so early is not altogether clear but perhaps the size and 

geographical lay-out of the island induced changes in the agricultural practices and the 

residential use of the summer sheilings was no longer thought to be necessary.   

It is interesting to speculate that, with the exception of the hut circles found all over the island, 

the sheiling huts are probably the oldest residential structures extant on Raasay. 
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North Sector Descriptions 

 
Feature 1 Sheiling Hut NG 57846 43843  285mOD 

 

An irregularly shaped, but roughly oval, ruin lies high up in a relatively sheltered gulley 

between limestone crags southwest of the settlement of Screapadail.  The structure shows now 

as low turf-covered banks with some stone showing, 0.40m high externally but 0.70m above 

the interior ground surface.  There has probably been an entrance in the northeast wall.  Low 

turf banks to the south and west may have been a small enclosure. 

 

 

Feature 2 Sheiling Hut NG 56336 43334  304m OD 

 

High on the hillside 650m east of the road and about 40m northwest of the Glame Burn, a 

sub-rectangular structure, 3.80m x 2.40m at maximum size, lies on a ledge with steep slopes 

above and below.  The walls are of stone and turf and stand now to 0.30m and are 0.40m 

thick.  An entrance 0.50m across lies in the northeast side. 

 

 

Features 3-10 Possible Sheiling Ground Centred on 

 NG 57829 42910 310m OD 

 

An extensive area of sloping ground on the east face of an un-named hill (385m at summit) 

has been subjected to repeated landslip and rockfall.  The ground is now a mass of grassy 

mounds and terraces, many of which appear to have been utilised for small stone or turf-built 

structures.  Most of the mounds are now so turf-covered or covered by fallen rock (or both) as 

to be unintelligible. (none of Features 3-10 is drawn) 

 

 

Feature 3 Foundations NG 57825 42990 

 

The remains of a small, narrow rectangular feature are orientated southwest-northeast and 

measure now approximately 3m x 1m although the structure narrows to less than 1m at the 

southwest end.  One long side survives as a stone and turf bank, the other is barely 

discernible. 

 

 

Feature 4 Possible Store or Hut NG 57805 42990 

 

The indistinct turf-covered remains of a sub-circular structure lie approximately 20m west of 

Feature 3.  The walls are mainly of turf standing 0.20m in height and spreading to a maximum 

of 1.20m in width.  Internally the feature is no more than 2.80m x 1.40m and there is an 

entrance in the southwest. 
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A 3 Map North Sector 

Opens to the right 
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Feature 5  Possible Foundations 

 

No more than 2m south of Feature 4 is an oval structure with the south side barely traceable.  

Very indistinct turf walls with some quite large stones showing enclose a structure 3.90m 

north-south x 2.90m east-west. 

 

 

Feature 6   Foundations 

 

Sited on the same small terrace on which Features 4 & 5 lie is an irregular, sub-rectangular 

structure with turf and boulder walls.  The walls stand to no more than 0.20m and are 0.80m 

thick and the feature measures approximately 4m northeast-southwest x 3.50m.   

 

 

Feature 7 Sheiling Hut NG 57829 42910 310m OD 

 

Approximately 60m downslope to the southeast of Feature 6 lie the remains of a squarish 

structure with a large earthfast stone, 1m high and 1.50m deep, forming its west wall and 

another on the south of the east-facing entrance 1.25m high and 0.95m deep.  The main 

element of the structure measures 2.40m north-south by 2.50m east-west.  The walls are built 

of large stones, now turfed over, standing 0.60m high with a spread of up to 1m in places.  

There are two small compartments attached to the main structure, one on the northwest corner 

and one on the southeast, each built of largish stones.  The northwest compartment is 

polygonal with a maximum diameter of 0.90m and a wall height of 0.30m.  The southeast 

compartment is rectangular, 0.90m east-west and 1.30m north-south with a maximum wall 

height of 0.30m. 

The surrounding ground is now bog. 

 

 

Feature 8 Possible Dairy Store NG 57830 42913 305m OD 

 

9m to the northeast of Feature 7 is a smaller, squarish turf built structure on a mound.  The 

structure is delineated by low turf walls, 0.20m high x 0.60m thick, which enclose an area 

1.50m square.  A few stones show in the mound material.  This feature may be a dairy store 

associated with the sheiling hut at Feature 7. 

 

 

Feature 9 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 57834 42907 305m OD 

 

Approximately 20m to the southeast of Feature 8, on a grassy north-south ridge, are the very 

degraded remains of an oval structure which survives as short lengths of low turf-covered 

stone walls 0.10m high and 0.50m thick.  The area of the structure is estimated as having been 

about 2.50m x 2m.  There may have been an entrance in the east wall. 

 

 

Feature 10 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 57845 42859 305m OD 

 

Some 40m southeast of Feature 9 is the moss-covered outline of a rectangular structure, 3m x 

2.50m.  The feature survives as a line of single stones, no more than 0.20m high and 0.50m 

thick.  There may have been an entrance in the northwest side. 
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Feature 11 Twinning Pen  NG 58264 43001 240mOD 

 

High above the steep sides of the east coast of Raasay are the footings of an irregularly-

shaped structure, possibly a pen, represented by an outline of moss-covered stones 2m x 

1.50m at the widest point.  Orientated northwest-southeast the northwest end is formed by a 

square in situ boulder 0.40m high.  The west side abuts a very large rock approximately 

1.50m high. 

Five metres to the northwest of the enclosure a short length of walling 0.40m high prevents 

entry into a deep cleft behind a large rock slab. 

 

 

Feature 12 NG 58280 42816 240mOD 

 

West of a long natural rock wall a stone outcrop pillar approximately 5m high stands on a 

sloping grassy oval platform which is surrounded by massive stone blocks.  The rock pillar is 

of pinkish softer Oolite rock topped by large slabs of grey sandstone.  Although the setting 

has a most dramatic appearance which almost suggests something ritualistic, it was felt by the 

editors that the site was natural.  Enquiries among Raasay crofters could not produce a name 

for the site. 

 

 

Feature 12 A Pen 

 

Lying 20m south of Feature 12 is a narrow, stone built structure, 3.50m x 1.20m, which uses 

the rock wall as its east wall.  The west wall is formed of upright stones now moss-covered. 

The stone walling stands to no more than 0.30m and is only 0.15m thick.  

 

 

Feature 12 B Pen 

 

Lying 20m to the north of the pillar rock mound and between the sheep track and the rock 

wall, this feature uses the rock wall as its east wall.  The structure is 2.50m square with a 

small recess 1.50m x 0.90m, off the north wall, again using the rock wall as its east wall.  The 

structure is built of large blocks, now mainly moss-covered, standing to a maximum height of 

0.50m and about 0.40m thick.  There is a narrow gap, apparently an entrance, in the southeast 

corner.  The interior is slightly lower than the surrounding ground surface – about 0.20m. 

 

In the area around the rock pillar are several places where stones and turf rises may suggest 

the presence of small man-made features which were too exiguous to define with certainty. 
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Feature 12 Looking South 

 

 

Feature 13 Sheiling Hut NG 58287 42732  200m OD 

 

Approximately 70m south of the rock pillar (Feature 12) is a sub-rectangular structure, 4m x 

2m, with a slight cross wall north-south across the centre.  The walls stand to a maximum of 

0.60m and are 0.60m thick.  The side wall tapers down on the east side giving a slight 

suggestion of an entrance porch.  On the other hand this may have been a rectangular building 
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lying east-west, 6.50m x 4m overall, with a dividing wall and an entrance in the east side 

which is rather more degraded. 

4m north of this structure is a much-reduced sub-rectangular structure approximately 4m x 2m 

with low turf and stone walls no more than 0.30m high, visible now as a series of ‘lumps and 

bumps’. 

4m east of the above lie the remains of a structure, 3m east-west x 1.40m north-south 

internally.  Well-preserved turf-covered walls define this neat oval structure which has a pair 

of upright ‘portal’ stones at its entrance, 0.60m across, in the east end and another prominent 

upright stone in its back, west, wall.  The walling stands to no more than 0.50m and is on 

average 0.60m thick. 

 

 

Feature 14 Enclosure NG 58282 42713 244mOD 

 

The feature lies 13m south of Feature 13 and is the most substantial of the group of 4 

structures in this area.  A very substantial oval building incorporates a large boulder in the 

west wall and some large stones in the other walls.  Lying on an east-west axis the structure 

measures 6m x 5m overall with turf and stone walls standing to 1.20m high and up to 1.30m 

thick at the east end beside the entrance. The entrance is 1.40m across at the east end 

suggesting a use for cattle rather than sheep.  

 

 

Feature 15 Stone Dyke NG 58342 42672 199mOD 

 

Below the features at Feature 12 a gulley descends through a natural notch in the Druim an 

Aonaich which provides access to the foreshore 200m below.  The gulley end has been sealed 

by a dyke, 35m long and 1m high, built of field boulders.  There is a narrow entrance which 

provides access to the extremely steep slope by narrow sheep tracks.  The dyke has been built 

to prevent stock pastured on the Druim an Aonaich plateau from wandering on to the steep 

slope and the shore. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 16 Possible Hut Circle NG 58301 42653 220m OD 

 

This slight circular feature sits on a promontory overlooking the east coast of Raasay with 

steep drops to the east, west and south.  A faint circular wall, barely discernible in places and 

surviving best on the north side, may be the remains of an enclosure or a hut circle.  The 

walls, which are no more than 0.10m high and 1m wide at maximum, enclose an area 7m in 

diameter.  To the west a stone dyke standing to 0.50m or more comes down from a rock wall 

and meets the base of the promontory.  On the east side of the promontory another wall is 

visible, cutting off the lower, south, end of the hanging valley which runs north-south and has 

the stone pillar at Feature 12 at its head. 

 

 

Feature 17 Rock Platform NG 58335 42649 193m OD 

 

Below the dyke at Feature 15 and in the face of the cliff wall to the west, the front of a natural 

rock platform has been revetted with 4 or 5 courses (0.90m high) of field boulders to create a 

shelter 4.90m x 1.80m.  The purpose of the revetment is not clear but the site commands a 
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wide view over the Inner Sound, the Crowlin Islands and the Applecross peninsula. (not 

drawn)   

 

The area within which Features 18 – 23 lie has been surveyed and cored by Professor Karen 

Hardy and a team from the University of Barcelona who were working on Raasay during the 

ACFA survey of April, 2009. 

 

 

Feature 18 Shelters and Walling NG 58491 42688 71m OD 

 

Sited on a terrace below a steep slope of tumble, a ruinous, low dyke of tumbled boulders 

runs for 26m from a rock face to the west down to a very large erratic stone, 10m x 9.50m  

The dyke is vestigial at the rock face to the north.  In the north lee of the erratic a small rock 

shelter has been created between this and a smaller erratic, enclosing an area 3.50m x 2m and 

defined by a wall of single boulders.  At the northeast end of the large erratic, the overhang 

shelters a bank of deposited midden material.  To the east of the large erratic a terrace is 

defined by a spread turf and boulder bank.  The south section of this bank is 6m long and 

0.30m high connecting rock outcrops.  The north section is approximately 6m long but is very 

ruinous. 

The feature is interpreted as being a rock shelter and terrace of unknown date.  The rock 

shelters noted at this altitude (over 70m OD) have some features in common – extensive 

views and banks of turf and stone defining terraces. (c.f. also a similar site at South 

Screapadail above the Eaglais Breige) 

 

 

Feature 19 Rock Shelter NG 58474 42745 72m OD 

 

About 60m northwest of Feature 18 and on approximately the same contour, beneath the 

overhang of a large erratic boulder is an accumulation of midden material measuring 8m x 

4m.  The outer lip of the shelter is defined by a stony bank no more than 0.20m high.  Beneath 

the rock overhang there is some evidence for a possible partition at the north end.   

The bank at the outer edge of the material appears to continue south for a further 3m or 4m 

along the foot of a natural gully which separates the erratic sheltering the feature from a 

similar massive erratic to the south. 

 

 

Feature 20 Enclosure NG 58515 42884 70m OD 

 

A wall of loose boulders has been erected between a large erratic boulder to the east and the 

face of the bedrock to the west to create a small enclosure 6m x 3.50m in area.  There is an 

entrance at the west end of the wall.  The north end of the enclosure is defined by a steep 

natural bank.   

The feature is interpreted as a small stock enclosure. 

 

 

Feature 21 Rock Shelters NG 58614 42892 10m OD 

 

About 80m east and downslope of Feature 20 in the lee of a massive erratic boulder two rock 

shelters have been created at the foot of its northeast face. The two shelters, both enclosed by 
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exterior turf and stone banks, are sited at the north and south ends of the northeast face of the 

erratic.   

The north shelter measures 4.20m x 2.30m in total, including the areas both within and clear 

of the overhang.  There is a probable entrance, defined by stone footings, at the upper west 

end of the bank. 

The east shelter measures 3.20m x 3m overall with the arc of a possible partition wall or 

platform in the inner recess.  The bank of turf and stone consists of two short walls with a 

possible entrance at the corner angle where they meet. 

Evidence can be seen of the coring carried out by Professor Hardy and the University of 

Barcelona team who were working in the area at the time of the survey. 

 

 

Feature 22 Rock Shelter NG 58694 42898 10m OD 

 

Sited on the south side of the base of a massive erratic boulder on the shore is a rock shelter, 

internally 10.90m x 2.20m, accessed over a low stone and turf bank.  The bank is almost level 

with the ground surface externally but stands 4 or 5 courses high 1.30m at maximum, 

internally.  The coursed wall of boulders is highest at the west end where it abuts another 

large erratic boulder which lies at right angles to the shelter stone.  There is a possible 

entrance 1.50m from the west end of the wall.  There is evidence of possible walling or a 

collapsed platform inside the shelter at the west end.  The ceiling of the shelter is 1.60m high 

at the exterior overhanging face, sloping down to 0.20m and less at the rear.  At the east end 

of the shelter there is a possible partition wall, visible as a low bank of material and stone 

which runs from the retaining coursed wall to the rear of the shelter.  On the west of this 

partition and at the rear of the shelter there is an expanse of shell midden, possibly itself 

retained by a low stone kerb.  In the interior, to the west of the entrance, there are some 

possible flag stones one of which, measuring 0.62m x 0.70m, has four rectangular cuts in a 

line on its face, all about 80mm x 60mm x 40mm deep.   

The area on the outside of this shelter forms a sheltered open space, defined by large erratic 

boulders and bedrock, through which the current coastal track passes, the foreshore lying no 

more than 0.50m to the east. 

This shelter is one of a complex of at least four shelters within this immediate area which 

appear to form a distinct grouping of three main sites with a higher shelter (and possibly 

more) sited among the tumble of erratic boulders above the shore.   

The area around Features 21, 22 & 23 lie appears to be one formed from long-established 

geological erosive collapse, of considerable stability in contrast to the more unstable area of 

rock fall 80m – 100m above in which the shelters at Features 18, 19 and 20 are found. 
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Feature 22 cut marked stone 
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Feature 23 Rock Shelter NG 58637 42851  8m OD 

 

On the east base of a massive erratic boulder a long, low rock shelter, approximately 15m x 

5m, is almost completely enclosed within the overhang of the rock. 

A deep build-up of material within the shelter has created a low height of only 1.30m at the 

outer edge.  This build-up of material extends beyond the overhang as a platform or apron of 

midden material about 0.20m high and there is little evidence of a retaining bank other than 

occasional stones.  At the central rear of the shelter a natural rock outcrop supports the roof 

and at the south end there is either a slab of bedrock or a laid flagstone embedded in the 

midden material. 

 

 

Feature 24 House NG 56310 42057  200m OD  

 

On a southwest facing slope some 100m east of the road and within the area delineated by an 

old field bank which is on the OS map lies a cluster of structures.  A sub-rectangular house, 

9m x 2m, lies on a northeast-southwest axis.  The house is of drystone construction with walls 

standing to a maximum of 0.50m and 2m thick.  An entrance 1m wide lies in the southeast 

wall.  To the southwest is the base of a turf structure with possibly an entrance in the east 

wall.  On the level ground downslope to the west of the house is a natural mound with some 

earthfast stones which may be the remains of another ancillary building. 

The above mentioned field bank, which is marked on the OS map, encloses a roughly circular 

area 100m in diameter.  Beyond Feature 24 the bank climbs eastwards up the slope and at  

NG 56370 42108 a line of stones runs off the inner face of the field bank to the south for 

about 8m before it curves round and returns to the bank to create a ‘bucht’ about 2m wide and 

8m long.  Further upslope just before the bank curves round to the south at NG56385 42122 is 

a flattish grassy area and here erratic boulders lie in the curve of the bank and set into the 

grass which might suggest an old enclosure or possibly a ruinous hut circle. 

 

 

Feature 25  Pen  NG 56339 42006  193m OD 

 

A sub-circular stone and turf-walled structure, located on the south side of the above 

boundary dyke and 60m southeast of Feature 24, measures 2.30m from east to west by 1.80m 

internally and has a possible entrance in the northwest beside two larger stones. 

 

 

Feature 26 Shepherd’s Shelter NG 56588 41942  230m OD 

 

Some 350m east of the Inverarish to Brochel road and 50m north of an un-named burn which 

runs into the Allt na Glaic Duirche at the bridge at Brae are the remains of an oval structure 

lying on a north-south axis and measuring 2.80m x 2.30m.  The structure shows as an oval of 

boulders the highest standing at no more than 0.30m.  The structure lies in grass and reeds and 

no entrance or other features could be discerned. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 27 Shepherd’s Shelter NG 56677 41887  235m OD 

 

Approximately 100m to the southeast of Feature 26 and 15m south of the burn are the scant 

remains of an oval structure lying on a southeast-northwest axis 2.80m x 1.90m with a 



 20 

circular structure 1.90m in diameter, attached to the east side.  The structure has been built of 

large, placed boulders and outcrop, at most 0.60m thick and no features or entrances could be 

discerned. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 28 Enclosure NG 5667 4187 230m OD 

 

An oval setting of stones encloses a grassy interior 5m x 4m some 70m west of the house 

shown on the OS map (Feature 29).  The stones are at maximum 0.50m high and are 0.60m 

thick.  To the south of this area an old turf and stone bank, clear in places but sometimes not 

traceable, can be seen along the contour and is noted passing by the old sheiling groups at 

Features 33-39. 

(not drawn 

 

 

Feature 29 House NG 56749 41865  242m OD 

 

On a grassy terrace jutting over the confluence of three burns and with fine views to the west 

into Portree Bay are the ruins of a small rectangular structure, probably a summer sheiling hut 

given its exposed position and the lack of any sign of cultivation in the surrounding area.  The 

terrace is a relatively small clear area surrounded by boggy rough grass. 

The house lies east-west on its long axis and measures internally 6.80m x 3m with an entrance 

1.20m across at the north end of the short east wall.  The walls are of double-faced drystone 

construction with a core of unusually large stone infill, unlike the normal small rubble infill 

found in Raasay houses.  The walls are on average 1m thick and stand now to no more than 

0.30m in height except at the north wall where the wall is almost 1m high.  In the centre of the 

north wall a twinning pen has been inserted measuring 1m x 0.40m internally and standing 3 

to 4 courses high.  The interior was fairly clear and no other internal features were visible.  

Some scattered stone tumble lay outside the walls. 

The most notable feature of the structure is the presence of 2 large upright stones, like 

orthostats in appearance, which have been used in the construction of the east end wall where 

the entrance lies.  Some 2m to the south of the house is an oval area of stone scatter buried 

under the grass but still palpable, roughly 8m x 4m in size.  It was speculated by the surveyors 

that the house may have been constructed from the material of a prehistoric burial cairn which 

had been in the position of the stone spread.  The position of the structure is perfect for a cairn 

and the surrounding area did not have quantities of erratics or glacial debris which might have 

dictated the siting of the house here.  The material used to build the structure would have been 

brought some considerable distance and one would have been forced to ask why this was done 

for a summer sheiling.  One note of caution was sounded in that there does not appear to be 

enough stone in the house to have used an entire cairn and there are no stone field banks or 

march dykes in the vicinity to have accounted for the remainder, although if the ‘orthostats’ 

had been part of a cist the cairn may have been quite small (cf ACFA Occasional Paper 13). 

 

 

Feature 30 Enclosure & Byre NG 56310 41557  151m OD 

 

A substantial stone and turf bank, on average 1.20m high and 2.20m wide at the base and 

0.80m wide at the top, defines a large enclosure which is bounded at the north side by the Allt 

na Glaic Duirche, with a byre built into the northeast corner.  The enclosure wall runs south-

southwest from the north end for some 75m until it meets the steeply cut bank of the Allt 
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a’Bhraghad at NG 56278 41493 (151m OD).  There are several breaks in the enclosure but no 

real evidence of an entrance. There is no evidence of rig within the enclosure.  The interior is 

now covered with moss and bracken with some scrubby birch trees along the burns and, 

although there is some stone at the north end, there is no sign of clearance or other structures. 

At the northeast corner of the enclosure and just above the steep drop to the south bank of the 

Allt na Glaic Duirce, is a rectangular structure, 3.90m x 1.20m internally.  The structure has 

been constructed of turf and stones, now covered with moss and bracken.  The enclosure wall 

forms the long east wall of the byre and there is an entrance, 0.90m wide and flanked by 

stones, in the north wall. 

 

 

Feature 31 Sheiling Hut NG 56499 41554  198m OD 

 

In a bend of the Allt na Glaic Duirche 3m from its north bank, a simple sub-rectangular 

structure sitting on a raised platform has a communicating smaller cell to the west.  The main 

structure, which measures 2.50m x 1.70m internally, is built of drystone and the walls stand to 

0.60m and are 0.80m thick.  A smaller oval cell, thought to have been a dairy store, 1.90m x 

1.10m, is built into the west end.  Communication between the two is through a narrow gap in 

the shared wall.  The structure is covered in turf and close-grown heather with stones showing 

through the gaps.  

 

 

Feature 32 Platform NG 56487 41524  168m OD 

 

A small platform, approximately 3m x 2m, has been formed on a northwest facing hill slope 

by means of a short length of wall built across the slope.  The feature is minimal and is 

thought to be associated with the activities carried out at Feature 30 which is nearby. (not 

drawn)  

 

 

Feature 33  Sheiling Hut NG 56783 41409  230m OD 

 

On a grassy knoll is a sub-circular structure, 3m x 2.80m, with an entrance 0.60m wide in the 

south side.  The structure is made of sturdy turf banks 0.80m thick and some 0.50m high with 

some stones visible.  Some 25m downslope to the south some stone scatter may be the 

remains of another structure. 

Below this stone scatter a spring bubbles out of the slope and runs away to the flat floor of the 

glen and 10m to the north another spring with stone edging around it emerges from the slope 

and runs away to join with the outflow of the first spring. 

 

 

Feature 34 Sheiling complex NG 56801 41382  240m OD 

 

Approximately 30m south of Feature 33 are the ruinous remains of a figure-of-eight sheiling 

lying northeast-southwest on its long axis.  The dimensions of the larger compartment are 

difficult to define but it has probably been a 4m diameter structure with a modern lambing 

pen scooped into the southwest end which distorts the shape.  The entrance, 0.70m wide, is in 

the north side.  The smaller northeast compartment measures 3.60m x 1.80m and the entrance 

may have been in the west corner or, alternatively, may have been accessed through the larger 

compartment. 
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Attached to the west corner is a circular structure, 2.40m in diameter, made of turf with some 

stones showing and close to the southeast side is a small scoop, 2.60m x 2.20m, with some 

stone edging.  13m to the southeast is a very faint outline of an old structure, possibly 5m x 

3.40m internally, with some stone visible and 9m south of the main structure an arc of stone 

and turf walling may be the remains of another older structure. 

 

 

Feature 35   Sheiling Hut NG 56834 41404  245m OD 

 

About 30m southeast and upslope of Feature 33 is a faint oval lying in grass with some stone 

around the edges delineating a structure 5m x 2.20m internally.  The entrance could not be 

discerned. 

 

 

Feature 36 A   Sheiling Hut NG 56850 41405  265m OD 

 

Immediately upslope to the east of Feature 35 is an oval stony bank delineating a possible 

structure 2.80m x 1.60m internally lying on an east-northeast to west-northwest axis and with 

a possible entrance at the short east-northeast end. 

 

 

Feature 36 B Sheiling Hut NG 56857 41395  265m OD 

 

Little more than 5m east of Feature 36B a few stones and a rise in the grass are all that remain 

of an old structure, probably about 4m x 2.50m with a ‘tail’ of stones in the grass projecting 

from the west end. 

 

 

Feature 37 Sheiling Huts NG 56877 41369  265m OD 

 

A sheiling, 3.50m x 2m internally, lies east-west on its long axis with an entrance in the west 

side, 0.80m wide, which is flanked by two large stones.  The structure is built of turf and 

stone, now grass covered, with walls with a maximum height internally of 0.60m and 0.80m 

thick.  5m to the northeast a faint horseshoe shape, 2m x 1.80m and open to the north, lies 

very low in the grass.  4m to the east of the sheiling hut are the exiguous traces of what may 

have been another structure.  Around the sheiling hut, stone delineates a slightly raised 

platform on which the hut stands – or, possibly, this may be the print of an earlier structure.  

At the northwest corner of the sheiling hut is a small roughly circular edging of stones 

approximately 2m in diameter.  18m to the southwest almost buried in the grass, a small oval 

stone setting may be the remains of a store. 

 

 

Feature 38 Sheiling Hut NG 56856 41319  260m OD 

 

Some 50m downslope to the southwest of Feature 37 and almost buried in heather is a small 

penannular structure 3m x 2.50m internally with walls on average 1m thick and 0.40m high at 

maximum internally.  The entrance, 0.80m wide, lies in the east side and the north side is dug 

into the hillslope. 
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Feature 39 Sheiling Huts Centred on   

 NG 57004 41200  285m OD 

 

On a terrace some 50m above the glen floor is a flat grassy area arced into a corrie and 

roughly 100m north-south by 50m east-west.  On this terrace are the exiguous outlines of 

perhaps 7 or 8 oval structures between 2m and 4m long now showing as no more than stone 

shapes buried in the grass and too faint to draw.  A considerable amount of scree fall and 

boulder tumble lies on the remains.  At the north end of the terrace is a well-built drystone 

figure of 8 sheiling hut lying roughly east-west on its long axis.  The larger west compartment 

is 2.40m x 2.20m internally with a twinning pen built into the west end.  No entrance was 

seen but there was probably an entrance through into the smaller compartment.  This sub-

circular compartment, 1.60m x 1.80m, had an entrance in the east end.   

Above the sheiling hut on a smaller, higher terrace and below the scree is an oval feature 

about 7m x 5m externally delineated by low rough boulder walling and now filled with 

tumbled rocks.  Under the rocks there may have been an old oval structure about 4m x 2m 

externally. 

 

Some 50m below the summit of the ridge on the east side of the glen along which the Allt na 

Glaic Duirche flows is a group of sheilings scattered along the terraces which are a feature of 

the terrain in this area. 

 

 

Feature 40 Sheiling site NG 56861 41188  255m OD 

 

On a terrace about 20m above the glen floor are possibly 5 settings of stones too ruinous to 

define but man-made.  It was thought that this has probably been another, very old, sheiling 

site. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 41 Sheiling Hut NG 56804 41145  255m OD 

 

In an isolated position on the valley floor of the Allt na Glaic Duirce, almost buried in tufty 

grass and heather is a sub-rectangular, drystone, single-celled structure measuring internally 

4m x 3.60m on a northeast-southwest axis.  An entrance 0.80m across lies in the north corner. 

The walls are substantial, standing to over 0.60m in height and on average 0.75m thick.  At 

the southwest end is a small hook probably a ‘lean-to’ 1.20m x 0.80m internally.  There is 

some tumbled stone both internally and externally. 

 

 

Feature 42 Possible Enclosure NG 57573 41923 325m OD 

 

The feature lies in a natural hollow at the base of a steep slope to the west.  It consists of a 

roughly circular outline of moss-covered stones and boulders surviving to a maximum height 

of 0.30m, 0.70m thick and 3m in diameter. 

 

 

Feature 43 A House NG 57571 41899 325m OD 

 

Approximately 20m south of Feature 42 a comparatively well-preserved stone-built structure 

measures 5.60m x 2.10m on a northeast-southwest axis.  The drystone walls stand to 0.60m 
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and are 0.70m wide.  The house is divided by a stone cross-wall into 2 compartments.  The 

entrance, 0.50m wide, lies in the northwest and is protected by 2 strips of drystone walling 

one running east-west being 5m long and the other running north-south being 2m long.  The 

interior is slightly below the external ground level. 

As well as Features 43C and 43D (drawn on the same baseline) there are several faint circular 

features southwest and northeast of the house, surviving as rings of turf-covered stones with 

raised grassy interiors standing to approximately 0.20m and typically 3.50m in diameter.  

There are many fallen stones embedded in the turf in this area which may mask other features. 

 

Feature 43A 
 

Feature 43 B Possible Sheiling Hut 

 

4m north of Feature 43A on the edge of a steep slope is a trapezoidal stone-built structure.  

The structure measures 5m north-south x 1.50m east-west.  The walling is turf-covered with 

some stone showing and stands to a height of 0.30m and a width of 0.60m.  An entrance 

0.40m wide lies in the north wall. 

 

 

Feature 43 C Stone Setting 

 

This feature lies 3m to the south of Feature 43A, one of a number of faint circular outlines.  

The feature consists of a ring 2m in diameter lying flat in the grass with a number of small 

stones visible in the circumference.   
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Feature 43 D Raised Platform 

 

Lying 8m southwest of Feature 43A, this oval grassy platform, 3.80m north-south and 3m 

east-west, stands 0.40m above the surrounding ground.  Some small stones are visible around 

the edge. 

 

 

Feature 44 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 57558 41848  310m OD 

 

An oval arrangement of turf-covered stones and turf lumps lies on a north-south axis and 

measures 4m x 2.4m.  The walling is no more than 0.20m high and 0.50m wide and is barely 

discernible on the north side.  No entrance is visible. 

 

 

Feature 45 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 57584 41835 305m OD 

 

Some 25m to the southwest of Feature 43A is a sub-rectangular structure, 3m x 2m.  The 

walling is of stone, now moss-covered, no more than 0.20m high and 0.40m wide.  No 

features could be discerned and the structure is filled with rushes. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 46 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 57552 41825  310m OD 

 

The very faint outline of a rectangular structure 2.80m x 1.80m lies 20m southwest of Feature 

44.  The walling, which is mainly of turf but with stone showing at the south corner, stands to 

a height of 0.10m and is of variable thickness, 0.40m where measurable.  Two faint banks 

between the structure and the hillslope to the north may be the remains of a track connecting 

the features in this group. 

 

 

Feature 47 Sheiling & Dairy Store NG 57535 41804  310m OD 

 

Some 30m southwest of Feature 46 and lying in a rushy dip between two mounds is a solidly 

built, two-roomed structure standing to 3-4 courses.  The drystone walls are 0.70m high at 

maximum and 0.60m thick.  A narrow cross-wall with a gap 0.40m wide at its west end 

divides the structure.  The north compartment measures 2.60m x 1.20m and the south 

measures 3.30m x 2.20m with an entrance 0.60m wide in the west wall. 

The feature is reminiscent of Feature 43A, being better preserved than most of the other 

features nearby. 

4m to the north is an almost circular feature, 2m x 1.80m, with turf-covered stone walling 

0.30m high and 0.90m thick.  There may have been an entrance 0.40m wide in the south.  

This feature is interpreted as probably being a store. 

 

 

Feature 48 Pen NG 57535 41790  310m OD 

 

6.50m to the south of Feature 47 is a small oval feature on a low mound, consisting of a single 

edging of turf-covered stones, 2.40m north-south x 1.40m east-west, with a grassy interior.  A 

line of boulders runs for 5m to the northwest of this feature. 
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Features 47 and 48 lie together on a grassy slope with a hill slope behind them to the west.  In 

between the features drawn are other faint traces of circular hollows and stone settings too 

slight to resolve into definite structures.  

 

 

Feature 49 Sheiling Hut NG 57510 41789  320m OD 

 

Approximately 50m northwest of Feature 48 is the substantial outline of a structure 2.30m x 

2m, consisting of an oval walling of turf-covered stones which stands to 0.20m at maximum 

and is 0.80m thick.  There may have been an entrance in the north wall. 

 

 

Feature 50 Enclosure NG 57514 41756  315m OD 

 

Feature 50 is a trapezoidal spread of stones about 5m north-south and 4.50m east-west.  The 

feature is limited by low stone walling, now turf-covered, which stands to no more than 

0.10m high and is 0.50m thick.  There is some stone spread in the interior and a scatter of 

broken stone at the northwest corner.   

 

 

Feature 51 Enclosure NG 57527 41764  310m OD 

 

Scooped out of the slope below the shelf on which Features 44 to 50 lie, this oval structure is 

recessed into the hillside so that the downslope east wall stands to approximately 1m above 

ground but only 0.10m is built walling.  The walling is of turf and stone and the feature 

measures 3.30m north-south x 2m east-west and the walls are at maximum 0.70m thick.  

There is no obvious entrance. 

 

 

Feature 52 Sheiling Hut NG 57514 41604 300m OD 

 

140m south of Feature 50 an isolated structure lies close to the north bank of an un-named 

burn on sloping grassy ground.  The structures shows now as a rectangular feature of turf 

banks with some stone showing in places, 3.80m north-south x 3.20m externally.  The walling 

stands to no more than 0.10m and is 0.50m thick.  There may have been an entrance at the 

west end of the south wall.  The east wall of the hut extends for a further 4m to the bank of the 

burn. (not drawn) 

 

It is speculated that the features above are the remains of sheiling grounds, long disused with 

some huts for summer living and other structures connected with the care of animals and the 

various dairying activities done at the sheilings. 

 

 

Feature 53 Stone Setting NG 58184 41927 290m OD 

 

On the 290m contour on a level east-facing plateau is a ring of evenly spaced boulders, 

approximately 10m in diameter.  None of the boulders is more than 0.60m high. 
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Feature 54 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 58236 41857 260m OD 

 

The feature lies overlooking the west bank of the un-named burn below, and is a squarish, 

stone-built structure built against the rock face.  The feature survives as an outline of turf-

covered stones, 2.10m north-south x 1.90m east-west.  The walling is only one stone high and 

0.40m thick.  There may have been an entrance 0.40m wide in the north wall.  Slightly above 

the structure and adjoining it to the south is a smaller structure 1.40m north-south x 1.10m 

east-west.  The survey team considered that the stone from this feature may have been robbed 

to build Feature 55. 

 

 

Feature 55 Sheiling Hut NG 58247 41861 260m OD 

 

On the west bank of a fast-flowing unnamed burn to the west of the Druim an Aonaich is a 

small rectangular stone-built structure.  Sited 4m above the burn on a level section of bank, 

the structure measures 3.70m x 1.50m with stony walls standing to 0.4m and 0.70m in width.  

An entrance 0.50m across lies in the south wall between two upright stones.  A cross wall 

divides the structure into two small compartments. 

 

This feature may have been the successor to Feature 54 nearby or connected with it. 

 

 

Feature 56 Remains NG 58377 41743 250m OD 

 

From the edge of the cliffs of Druim an Aonaich the footings of a sub-rectangular structure 

could be seen on a bracken-covered ledge just below.  The structure was estimated to be about 

3.50m x 3m and there were several earthen mounds beside it. (not drawn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature 55 
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Feature 57 Pen NG 58520 41569 102m OD 

 

North of an un-named burn and high on a steep grassy slope a small natural terrace holds a 

roughly built pen, 2.30m x 1.40m internally, built of loose boulders.  The wall is on average 

1m high.  There is a small ‘sheep creep’ in its southeast arc and this is the only evident 

entrance. 

The feature is thought to be a small lambing pen in a distinctly remote and rugged situation. 

 

 

Feature 58   Sheiling Hut & Enclosure  NG 58664 41426 6mOD 

 

Adjacent to the Screapadail to Hallaig track and between a massive erratic boulder and the 

foreshore is a sheiling hut with an enclosure attached.  The hut, built of un-mortared boulders, 

is 3.40m x 2.20m internally with walls 0.80m high and 0.60m thick.  There is an entrance in 

the west side and the hut is divided into two compartments by an internal partition at its south 

end.   

An enclosure, 5m x 3.80m internally and of similar construction, is attached to the south end 

of the hut.  An entrance lies in the northwest corner.  (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 59   Hut Circle & Enclosure NG 5851 4128 97m OD  

 

On a terrace on the edge of an area of gently sloping ground and at the top of a steep slope 

from the sea, is a boulder built hut circle with an adjacent enclosure.  .The site commands 

wide views over the Inner Sound to the east and a terrace of erratic strewn but fertile grazing 

to the west through which an un-named burn runs about 50m to the north.  The terrace 

contains a small lochan and there is a possible bank round its east perimeter below the hut 

circle at the point where the slope steepens down to the foreshore at the Rock House area.  

The feature consists of a sub-circular structure 7.80m x 6m.  The walls stand to a maximum of 

1.50m and are on average 1.30m thick.  There is an entrance 0.80m across on the northwest 

side.  Immediately adjacent to the northeast lies a second feature which is a sub-rectangular 

structure built of similar boulders and erratics, measuring 6.20m x 3m.  This second feature is 

of rougher construction than the hut circle, utilising natural outcrop and erratics.  There is a 

probable entrance at the south end, accessing the gap between the two structures.  It was 

thought that the gently sloping terrace on which the features stand may have been improved 

and cleared for arable. 

 

 

Feature 60   Sheiling Hut or Pen NG 58631 41187 20m OD 

 

In an area of large erratic boulders and rock tumble there is a small drystone structure 

measuring 3.20m x 1.60m internally with a possible entrance in its north side.  The feature is 

interpreted as either a sheiling hut or a small pen. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 61 Quarry Scoop NG 58605 41154 33m OD 

 

At the foot of the slope below the structures at Feature 59 is a quarry scoop, 7.40m x 4.30m, 

which lies approximately 30m to the north of the dyke associated with the Rock House.  The 

quarry probably provided the material for the features at the Rock House. (not drawn) 
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A3 Map Middle Sector 

Opens to the left 
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Middle Sector Descriptions 

 
Feature 1 Possible House NG 56092 40897 135m OD 

 

The possible remains of a house cut through by the road has been built into the west-facing 

slope of the hillside above Balmeanach and beside the main road.  The east wall is 3.20m long 

and 1.20m high.  A second wall, 4m long, 1.20m high and 0.80m thick, is built out at right 

angles on the north side, back filled on its north side.  The west end of this wall is separated 

from the road by a ditch some 1.50m wide.  Some 15m to the southeast of this structure there 

is a 10m stretch of stone dyke aligned approximately north-south, 1.20m wide and generally 

0.50m high. (Not drawn) 

Feature 1 Looking from the road 

 

Feature 2 Shepherd’s Shelter NG 57452 40798  350m OD 

 

On a small raised terrace on an elevated site within sight of Dun Caan to the south is a small 

sub-rectangular drystone structure on a north-south axis.  Overall the structure measures 

5.40m x 3.40m at the widest point with an internal space of only 3.50m x 1.60m.  An 

entrance, 0.80m wide, lies in the north end.  The walls are on average 1m thick and stand to a 

maximum height of 0.90m.  
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Feature 2a Shelter NG 57473 40651 330m OD 

 

Some 140m downslope to the southeast of Feature 2 is a sub-rectangular drystone structure 

3m x 2m internally.  The walls, which are 0.50m thick at most, stand to a maximum height of 

1.25m and there may have been an entrance 0.80m wide at the southwest corner.  The 

structure has been built to use a natural rock outcrop as its east wall.  There is some tumble 

inside the structure but no internal features are visible. 

 

 

Feature 3 Sheiling Hut NG 56825 40504 276m OD 

 

In a sheltered level hollow below a west-facing steep slope is a sub-circular structure covered 

in reeds, grass, moss and heather.  The structure, which is quite tumbled, is built of small 

boulders and measures 1.90m x 1.80m internally.    The walls are no more than one or two 

stones high and there may have been an entrance in the west side.  No internal features are 

visible. (not drawn) 

 

Meall Daimh 

 

High up on the west slopes of Meall Daimh, between the 270m and 330m contours, is a 

cluster of at least 6 sheiling huts with the possibility that there may have been more.  The area 

has a Gaelic place name, Totagan.  The name is thought to denote ‘stone walls’ and 

substantial turf and stone field banks criss-cross over the site, some marked on the OS map.   

 

 

Feature 4   Sheiling Hut NG 56965 40370 295m OD 

 

Feature 4 consists of a small sub-circular structure 3m in diameter built into the slope on the 

east side.  The walling is mostly grass-covered but some stone is visible in places, particularly 

along the east wall.  The low walling is now no more than 0.50m thick and the entrance 

probably lay in the west side.  Some stone outside to the south may have been a small semi-

circular ‘annex’. 

 

 

Feature 5   Sheiling Hut NG 57040 40375 305m OD 
 

Set on a sheltered terrace below the west face of Meall Daimh is a figure-of-eight sheiling 

with a ‘porch/annex’.  The structure lies on an east-southeast to west-northwest axis and 

measures 8m x 4m at maximum width overall over drystone walls which are between 0.70m 

and 1m thick and stand to about 0.60m at maximum.  The larger compartment measures 4m x 

2.40m internally and has an entrance 0.60m wide placed centrally in the north wall.  A 

penannular setting of stones to the northwest of the entrance defines a porch 2.20m in 

diameter.  The smaller compartment measures1.80m x 1.60m internally and has no obvious 

entrance.  An arc of stones lies 1m from the west end of the hut. 

 

 

Feature 6  Sheiling Huts NG 57128 40430 315m OD 

 

Situated in a narrow gully running east-west between two hill slopes are the ruins of two 

structures.   
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(a)  The more easterly of the structures lies roughly east-west on its long axis and measures 

4.40m x 2.60m at maximum internally overall.  A narrow cross wall divides the sheiling into 

two compartments.  The larger west compartment measures 3.40m x 2.20m internally with a 

splayed entrance, 0.60m wide at maximum, at the centre of the west end wall.  A twinning 

pen 1.20m x 0.80m of rough drystone walling 2/3 courses high has been inserted into the 

larger compartment at the east end of the north wall.  An entrance 0.60m wide leads into the 

smaller east compartment.  This compartment measures 1.40m x 2.60m.  The sheiling has 

been built of stones which are now grass covered but there are still some stone facings visible 

in the interior.  The walls are on average 1m thick although the structure has slumped 

considerably at the south side and the walls stand to a maximum of 0.60m at the north wall 

and the twinning pen. 

(b)  Between the slope to the south and the sheiling there is a quantity of very large boulders 

and between the two structures (a) and (b) are more tumbled large stones.  22m to the west of 

(a) lies a more vestigial structure.  This hut also has two compartments, the smaller east 

compartment being sub-circular and stone built with a narrow entrance at the east end.  The 

larger compartment is 3.20m x 2.20m internally with an entrance 0.60m wide at the north end 

of the west wall.  The north wall has been built into the slope along its length and the south 

wall lies on a low platform.  3m to the southwest an arc of stones may be the remains of a 

cattle stand or may be the ruins of an earlier structure. 

 

 

Feature 7   Sheiling Hut NG 57173 40414 330m OD 

 

Lying on a flat terrace below the scree on the west face of Meall Daimh is a ruinous sheiling 

hut.  A rectangular drystone structure lies roughly east-west on its long axis and measures 

3.20m x 2m internally.  There was probably an entrance at the north end of the west wall.  

The walls are on average 0.75m thick and stand to a maximum height of 0.90m at the south 

wall which is built of large stones.  At the north and east the structure is built into a grassy 

slope and to the southeast of the sheiling an extensive slope of scree and boulders comes to 

within 10m of the building.  On the outside of the south wall a circular annex 1.60m in 

diameter has been built of stone and turf.  It was not possible to define an entrance. 

Upslope about 15m on a flat area a scatter of stones and boulders may be the remains of an 

earlier structure. 

 

 

Feature 8  Sheiling Hut NG 57116 40320 325m OD 

 

In a hollow on a level terrace below the west cliffs of Meall Daimh is a stone-built sub-

rectangular sheiling hut, 4m x 2m with an entrance 0.60m wide at the west end of the north 

wall.  There has been a cross wall 0.40m thick roughly dividing the structure in half with an 

access in the middle of the wall.  Some large stones have been used in the construction 

particularly at the east side of the door and at the southeast end.  The structure is surrounded 

by tumbled stone and erratic boulders. 

 

 

Feature 9 Sheiling Hut and Store NG 56869 40278 265m OD 

 

On a southwest facing heathery terrace is a small, sheltered grassy area beside the Loch na 

Meilich burn on which lie 2 structures. 
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(a)  The smaller of the structures is a sub-circular feature, 2.0m in diameter internally, formed 

by a raised turf and stone bank 0.50m high internally with an entrance in the north.  This has 

probably been a small store. 

 

(b)  The larger structure is a sub-rectangular stone built house, 8.60m x 4m overall externally, 

with 2 compartments.  The smaller north compartment is 2.20m east-west x 1.80m north-

south internally with a probable entrance in the west wall.  The larger compartment measures 

4.60m x 2.40m with walls on average 0.80m thick standing to a maximum height of 0.60m at 

the entrance in the west wall.  Projecting from the west wall to surround the entrance is a low 

turf and stone bank forming a sub-circular ‘porch’ 1.80m x 1.50m.  The entrance to this may 

have been in the northeast but heather cover made it difficult to determine.  The structure is 

noticeably more substantial than the other sheilings in Totagan and, although it is impossible 

to say with certainty from survey alone, it was felt that it was not as old as the structures 

further up the slope on the other side of the burn. 

The burn flowing from Loch na Meilich passes within 3m of the sheiling to the west and at a 

point beside the northwest corner of the structure, below a small waterfall, the burn has been 

dammed with stones to form a small pool. 

Across the burn a very substantial stone and turf field bank comes downslope beside the burn 

and swings round to the west to enclose a small area perhaps 10m x 14m within which water 

bubbles out of the ground to create a spring.  The enclosing field bank turns the stream of this 

spring and channels it back into the Loch na Meilich burn rather than allowing it to run down 

the hillslope.  The field bank then continues to follow the north bank of the burn.  The 

enclosure has obviously been deliberately formed but its purpose is not clear. 

 

 

Feature 10 Wall NG 57617 40193 330m OD 

 

A wall, approximately 0.80m thick and 0.50m high, runs easterly from the edge of Loch 

Meall Daimh. (On the OS map). 

 

 

Feature 11 Sheiling Hut NG 57953 40021 370m OD 

 

On an elevated site to the north of Dun Caan is a drystone, oval structure overgrown with 

moss.  The sheiling, 3m x 2m internally, appears to have had two compartments.  The smaller 

to the south is no more than 1m x 1.20m internally and the larger is 1.60m x 1.80m internally.  

There is an entrance 0.70m wide midway in the east wall.  An upright stone at the entrance is 

0.30m high and the ruinous walls stand no more than 0.40m high. 

 

 

Feature 12 Dyke NG 56566 40115 214mOD 

 

A boundary dyke which appears on the OS 1:10000 map. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 13  Hut Circle NG 56329 39946 161m OD 

 

On a boulder-strewn slope to the southwest of the Dun Caan path, is a stone built hut circle 

3.80m in diameter.  The hut circle, although of similar double-skinned construction to Feature 
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14, is more slightly built and there does not appear to be an entrance.  The walls stand to 

0.70m and are 0.90m thick. 

 

 

Feature 14  Hut Circle NG 56336 39925 165m OD 

 

On the same slope and 20m to the south of Feature 13 is a substantial round house, 5.50m x 

4.90m internally, built of two skins of large boulders now covered in part by heather.  The 

entrance, which is 1.40m wide and very prominent, is in the west arc and the wall thickness 

seems to increase at the entrance to form a passage.  The walls stand to no more than 0.50m 

and are between 1.30m and 2m thick.  The walling to the east is less substantial and has been 

revetted into the slope while the walls to the west, downslope, side are slightly thicker.  There 

are no obvious internal features. 

 

 

Feature 15  Boundary Dyke NG 56015 39912  107m OD 

 

There are several sections of walling on the north side of a small burn which runs east-west to 

join Storab’s Burn.  The drystone wall is typically 0.60m high and is built of stones on 

average 0.15m in diameter at maximum. The wall continues along the north side of the burn 

to NG5638 3988 where it joins the dyke shown on the OS map running northeast from this 

point.  A separate short section of dyke runs approximately east-southeast from this 

intersection, ending at NG56464 39852, 183m OD (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 16  Walling NG 56080 39893 115m OD 

 

A side stream running down into Storab’s Burn has intermittent walling along its north side.  

At the starting point, above the walling is 0.60m high and 0.50m high.  At NG56043 39890 

the walling is 0.70m high and turns from east-west running to north-south running and begins 

to run along the brow of a bank overlooking Storab’s Burn.  At NG56032 39913 at 107m OD 

the wall comes to an end and in this part it includes large natural boulders. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 17  Sheiling Group NG 56082 39851 113m OD 
 

On a slight knoll in an area of boggy, heather-covered ground, lies a collection of very 

ruinous sheiling huts.  The structures lie east and uphill of Storab’s Burn and east of the main 

road.  Three or possibly 4 structures lie in a northwest-southeast line.   

Structure (a) is an oval hut at the northwest end of the line.  It lies almost east-west on its 

long axis and measures 2.20m x 1m internally with walls standing to a maximum of 3 courses 

and 0.60m thick.  The entrance, 0.40m across, lies at the west end.  

Structure (b), also oval, lies almost north-south on its axis and measures 2.20m x 1.20m at 

maximum with drystone walls 0.60m thick.  An entrance 0.50m across lies at the south end.  

Structure (c) lies between (a) and (b) on an east-west axis and is an oval enclosure which 

measures 4m x 2.60m at maximum.  It is possible that structure (c) has been an enclosure 

built using the walls of structure (a) and (b) with an entrance 1m across at the east end flanked 

by two large boulders.   

Structure (d) is a 2-part structure with the most pronounced sector, an oval 2.40m x 1.40m, 

lying roughly north-south on its axis.  The hut is roughly built of boulders and has 
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incorporated 4 large upright stones into the walling.  The 2 largest of these uprights measure 

0.80m x 0.60m x 0.30m at the base and 0.60m x 0.80m x 0.20m at the base.  The faint 

remains of an oval structure, 1.80m x 1.40m, can be seen attached to the southeast wall of the 

structure (d).  This has possibly been a store. 

To the east of the huts is an area of boggy, heather-covered ground about 150m x 100m, 

which has relatively less stone scattered on it and may have been cleared in the past. 

 

 

Feature 18 Rock Shelter NG 56124 39785 116m OD 

 

A small D-shaped rock shelter, 1.60m at the cord x 1.20m across internally, has been 

constructed against the east edge of a large boulder which measures 2m x 3m x 1m.  Walls of 

roughly piled boulders stand to 0.40m in height and are 0.80m thick.  An entrance 0.30m 

across lies in the northeast.  

 

 

Feature 19 Sheiling Hut NG 56225 39539 143m OD 

 

At the foot of a small rock outcrop to the east of Storab’s Burn and in fairly flat and relatively 

boulder-free land is a sub-rectangular structure with a sub-circular cell attached to the 

southeast end of it.  The hut is built of one course of large boulders on average 0.50m x 0.40m 

x 0.40m and measures 3.30m x 1.80m internally.  There is very little tumble in or out of the 

structure.  There may have been a narrow entrance at the northeast corner and/or an entrance 

between the hut and the circular cell.  The cell consists of one course of smaller stones, 0.20m 

high x 0.30m thick, which delineates an area 2m x 1.70m.  There may have been an entrance 

to the cell at the south end.   

The feature is interpreted as being a sheiling hut with an attached store. 

 

 

Feature 20  Sheiling Hut NG 56647 39562 203m OD 

 

Facing west towards a large gently sloping area of heather and bog and tucked into the hill 

slope is a single very ruinous sheiling hut built of slabs of stone and incorporating earthfast 

boulders and outcrop.  The hut, which is 3.80m x 2.30m internally, is oval shaped and the east 

wall has been revetted into the slope.  The walls stand now to no more than 0.50m and are the 

thickness of one slab of stone, about 0.30m.  The entrance probably lay in the west side where 

there is a break in the walling. 

 

 

Feature 21  Sheiling Hut NG 56587 39454 207m OD 

 

On open sloping ground to the southwest of the Dun Caan path is a single sub-rectangular 

sheiling hut with an external small store and forecourt.  The features are slightly raised above 

the surrounding ground level and a burn, which runs east-west about 7m to the south, has 2 or 

3 useful pools.  The hut, 3.60m x 1.90m internally, has been solidly built of large boulders 

which stand to 4 courses in places, about 0.70m high and 0.80m thick.  An entrance, 0.50m 

wide, lies in the north wall.  The floor level is slightly below the surrounding ground level and 

there are no internal features. A small, very ruinous store, 1.40m x 1m internally, has been 

built on to the southwest side.  An area of approximately 5m diameter lies to the north of the 

hut in front of the entrance.  This ‘forecourt’ is outlined with spaced large boulders and slabs 
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and in its north arc a small setting of stones may have been another store, 1.40m x 1m 

internally with an entrance in the north.   

 

 

Feature 22  Modern Stone Setting NG 57492 39388 357m OD 

 

A horse-shoe shaped setting, 1.20m in diameter, is open at the southwest end.  The 

circumference consists of a single row of stones set on edge.  It was concluded by the 

surveyors that the construction was fairly recent, probably for a cooking fire for wild campers. 

 

 

Feature 23 Shepherd’s Shelter NG 5806 3930 340m OD 

 

A ruinous drystone structure sits on a shelf in a sheltered hollow overlooking the Inner Sound 

of Raasay.  The structure lies to the southeast of Dun Caan and is sheltered to the north and 

west by outcrop and boulders.  The structure sits on a raised oval platform and lies on a 

northwest-southeast axis.  

It is built of rough drystone walling which stands to 3 courses in places and is 0.60m thick.  It 

is not altogether clear if the feature is one ‘figure-of-eight’ structure or two separate circular 

structures.  Overall the structure measures 5.90m in length internally, the larger section being 

oval and 3m long and 2.40m wide while the smaller section is roughly circular, 1.80m x 

1.70m.  There are no internal features visible and no entrance is evident.  A small stream runs 

some 30m from the structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature 23 Looking north-west 
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Feature 24 Sheiling Hut NG 55486 38856  79m OD 

 

Three small structures lie at the base of a rocky slope on the east bank of the Allt Thomais.   

(a) A narrow rectangular building, 4m x 2m, is orientated north-south and is built of large 

boulders.  Earthfast rocks are used on the west side in one long wall.  There may have been an 

entrance in the northwest corner.  The walls stand to a maximum height of 0.60m and are 

spread to over 1m thick on the east side. 

(b) A squarish structure 4m x 4m is built against the slope 2m north of Feature 24(a).  The 

southeast corner is a rocky platform which stands 0.50m above the rest of the structure.  The 

remaining L-shape is defined by a line of boulders standing to 0.40m.  Underneath this end is 

a low sub-circular platform which seems to suggest that the structure is multi-period. 

(c) 8m northwest of Feature 24(b) a small sub-circular feature, 3m x 2.50m, is built of piled 

boulders which stand to 0.60m.  There is an entrance in the north defined by two boulders. 

Feature 24c 

 

Feature 25  Sheiling Hut & Store NG 55461 38828  80m OD 

 

Two stone and turf structures lie in a level area with grass, bracken and rush cover on the west 

bank of the Allt Thomais. 

(a) A low circular structure, 4m in diameter externally, has an entrance in the north arc.   The 

walling stands to a maximum height of 0.20m and is spread to 1m in width. 

(b) 3m to the north of (a) is a small low mound, 2m x 1.50m and 0.20m high at maximum.  

There is a shallow depression in the centre.  It was thought that this was a store in connection 

with the sheiling activities carried out at (a). 
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Feature 26 Sheilings Huts NG 55471 38800  77m OD 

 

Several slight features lie against the east slope of a sheltered flat area through which the Allt 

Thomais flows. 

Feature 26(a) The feature stands on the east bank of the Allt Thomais and survives as grass-

covered oval banks made of turf with some stones projecting through the grass.  The structure 

measures 4m x 2m overall and the banks are spread to about 1.50m and stand 0.70m above 

the surrounding ground.  There is a possible entrance 0.30m across in the south wall.  On the 

north side is a squarish ‘annexe’ perhaps a store, defined by upright slabs 0.20m high.  There 

is an entrance from the main structure on the south side of the annexe. 

Feature 26(b) No more than the outline survives of a rectangular structure 4m north-south x 

2.50m east-west overall.  One side is built against the slope and the remaining three sides are 

represented by occasional stones, some heather-covered, and in the northwest corner a large 

boulder.  The maximum height of the stones is 0.20m and the maximum width is 0.30m 

Feature 26(c)  To the south of 26(b) is a small sub-circular stone setting built close to the 

slope.  The feature survives as a single course of stones 2.80m north-south and 2m east-west.  

It was thought this feature may have been a small pen.  Another arc of stones to the north 

might suggest an earlier, larger structure. 

Feature 26(d)  Lying very close to the east bank of the Allt Thomais a low circular platform, 

which has some stone showing through turf cover, measures 2.50m in diameter and has a 

maximum height of 0.20m.  The age and purpose of the feature was not at all clear. 

 

 

Feature 27 Sheiling Hut NG 56522 38849  215mOD 

 

On a small grassy platform in a curve of the stream which runs north from Loch Storab and 

sheltered to the east and west by steep banks, are the footings of an oval turf built structure.  

The structure measures 5m x 1.50m internally and the defining banks, which are broken and 

spread to 1m in width, are no more than 0.40m high.  There is no clear entrance.  

 

 

Feature 28  Structure & Linear Walls NG 57700 38858 337m OD 

 

To the west of the bluff above Loch na Mna, on gently sloping ground above a flat boggy area 

between Loch na Mna and Loch na Clarlaich, is an enigmatic structure which could not be 

interpreted.  A small sub-rectangular irregular structure, built of slabs and boulders, measures 

1.50m x 1.20m internally.  Some flat upright stone slabs are present, most of which have 

slumped over.  Two linear alignments of stones, 1 or 2 slabs wide, run along the north and 

south sides of the structure and fan out to the edge of the cliff above Loch na Mna, defining a 

large trapezoidal area which is generally clear of stones.  No wall closes off the trapezium at 

the cliff end.  The surrounding high ground contains extensive outcrop.  No purpose for this 

feature could be suggested. 

In 1775, when Johnson and Boswell were in Raasay, a report is made of a ‘strange fabulous 

tradition’.  The story, told by a local guide, concerned a ‘sea-horse which came and devoured 

a man’s daughter.  Upon which the man put on a great fire and had a sow roasted at it, the 

smell of which attracted the monster.  The loch was in a hollow between two hills.  The fire 

was placed on the side of the hill to the south-east (sic), a little way down the declivity on that 

side away from the loch.  In the fire was put a spit.  The man lay concealed behind a little 

building of dry stones, and he had an avenue formed for the monster with two rows of large 

flat stones which reached from the fire over the summit of the hill, till it came on the side next 
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to the loch.  The monster came, and the man with the red-hot spit destroyed it.  Malcolm 

showed me the little hiding-place and the rows of stones, which seemed to be artificial though 

it was not certain.’  While not suggesting any truth to the legend, it is interesting to note that 

this feature, thought to be the same as Boswell describes, was visible in 1773 and old enough 

for it to have had to be been explained away by a legend. 

 

 

Feature 28  Small structure at the west end of the two lines of stone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature 28 Looking east from the small structure at the two lines of stone 
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Feature 29 Wall/Possible Dam  NG 57896 38528  300m OD 

 

A drystone wall with moss and lichen cover runs southeast-northwest across a small burn 

which exits from Loch na Mna and runs downslope to become the Inverarish Burn.  After it 

passes through the wall the stream is channelled for a short distance as it runs away.  The wall 

has been well built of drystone and stands in places to 4 courses although some parts have 

collapsed.  There are 12m of walling on the southeast side of the burn outlet and 7m to the 

northwest.  Local sources suggest that there was a sluice as the burn passed under the wall 

which would be used to control the flow of water in the Inverarish Burn when the burn was 

the water supply for the mill at Inverarish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature 29 looking south east 

 

Feature 30 Landing Place NG 5801 3844  305m OD 

 

At the south end of Loch na Mna three drystone walls form a feature which extends into the 

loch.  A well-built drystone wall, which stands to 1.60m in height, runs roughly west-east for 

about 16.50m down a sharp slope and out to the end of a small promontory.  Approximately 

7m from the lochside end of this wall are 4 horizontal slabs on each side forming a stile.  At 

right angles to the long wall, going northwards for 12m, is a much lower stretch of walling 

standing to only 2 courses and at right angles to this is another low stretch of walling running 

west for 4.70m and ending at a small shingle beach.  The rectangular area formed by these 

walls is covered with grass, heather and bracken but is firm and stony underfoot.  Local 

sources gave the site as a landing place for the use of family and guests from Raasay House 

who used the loch for recreational purposes in the 19
th

 century. 
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Feature 30  “The Landing Place” Looking north east 

 

Feature 31 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 55342 38311  75m OD  

 

The feature lies at the base of a west-facing slope and 3m from the east shore of a small loch.  

It measures 6m x 2m overall and comprises two compartments.  The southern is circular, 2m 

in diameter, formed from boulders.  Contiguous to it on the north side is a 3-sided 

compartment open to the north.  The east side is formed of boulders, the west side is formed 

of upright slabs and a 2m length of low, narrow turf bank. 

 

 

Feature 32 Possible Peat Stand NG 55287 38209  84m OD 

 

A small bracken-covered mound, 3.50m x 2.80m and perhaps 0.20m high, is surrounded by 

bog.  Peat extraction is evident around the feature.  It was thought this may have been a peat 

stack stand. 

 

 

Feature 33 Structures NG 55300 38148  80m OD 

 

On a level grassy area at the base of a heather-covered west-facing slope is a group of well-

preserved structures built of large stones and boulders now masked by moss and bracken.  

The earliest elements of the group appear to be two substantial sub-rectangular buildings. 

(a) The southwest structure of the pair is the better preserved with a very well-built wall 

surviving on its south side.  The structure measures 5m x 3.50m and has an apparent entrance 

facing west. 

(b) The northwest structure is less well-defined measuring 5m east-west x 4m north-south 

with walls spread to 2.50m.   

These structures have been heavily modified at a later period to create several other buildings. 
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To the south an arc of walling curves round in a semi-circle rising from a slight bank 0.20m 

high in the west to a substantial embankment 0.80m high in the east to form a D-shaped 

enclosure built partly against Feature 33 (a).  Within it is a stony platform with a well-defined 

kerb of small stones.  The two features 33 (a) and 33(b) sit on a slightly raised area of ground.  

At the east side of this area a small well-built circular structure, 2.50m in diameter, lies at a 

slightly higher level, stepping up towards the slope on the east.  There is considerable tumble 

within this feature.  Above it lies another slightly larger enclosed space defined by large 

boulders and to either side of this, south and north, are ill-defined clearings which seem to 

relate to the structures below. 

On the west side of Feature 33(a) a burn flows.  It turns at the features and opens into a pond 

which appears to have been artificially created, probably for watering cattle. 

(c)   7m to the north of Feature 33(b) is a roughly rectangular grassy platform, 6m north-south 

x 4m east-west, which rises to 0.30m above the surrounding ground.  It was thought that this 

may possibly be the ruined remains of a turf-built structure. 

(d)   6m north of Feature 33(c) is another slightly raised area, 4m in diameter, with a cluster of 

boulders at its west end. 

(e)   To the east of Feature 33(d) are the footings of a tiny stone circular structure, 1.80m in 

diameter, with two small upright stones forming an entrance to the north.  It seems possible 

that this is a small store perhaps secondary to a larger turf and stone structure on the same 

spot. 

 

 

Feature 34 Shepherd’s Shelter NG 55451 38077  111m OD 

 

On the west side of a corrie above an un-named loch are the slight remains of a rectangular 

structure oriented north-south.  The structure measures 4m x 2m externally and the stone and 

turf walls stand no more than 0.10m high and vary from 0.30m to 1m in width.  No entrance 

or internal features could be seen. 

 

 

Feature 35 Structures NG 55376 38038  92m OD 

 

A double wall (shown on the OS Map) runs uphill from the road at a lochan.  A turf and stone 

bank, which incorporates some large stones, runs at right angles east of the wall.  The bank 

stands on average 0.40m high and varies from 0.60 to 0.80m in width 

35a.  Against this bank are the traces of a rectangular structure, 4m east-west x 3m north-

south  

35b  The bank continues east along the edge of the lochan and 5m from the previous feature 

(35a) is another small oval structure 3m east-west x 2m north-south, which sits on a grassy 

platform.  The maximum wall height is 0.20m.  

There are areas of peat cutting uphill south and east of these features. 
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South Sector Descriptions  

 
Feature 1 Remains NG 55297 37735  112m OD 

 

In a level grassy area close to the road and just south of the Youth Hostel are the slight 

remains of a structure oriented north-south.  Only three sides are visible of a rectangular turf 

and stone structure 4m x 2m.  The east wall stands to 0.30m and is spread to 0.50m in width.  

The west wall is seen as a single line of boulders with turf between them. 

 

 

Feature 2 Sheiling Hut & Store NG 56683 37643  206m OD 

 

(a)  Lying within ground which has been ploughed for forestry and on a patch of grassy level 

ground are the remains of an oval stone structure.  Measuring 6m east-west x 5m north-south 

overall the feature survives as a single course of stones and boulders much disturbed by the 

ploughing.  A cluster of fallen stones in the northwest corner may represent the remains of an 

aumbry.   

(b)  Traces of a small almost square structure, 2.50m x 2.50m internally, lie 5m to the west of 

(a).  This feature is also much disturbed by ploughing. 

 

 

Feature 3 Sheiling Hut NG 5689 3764  235m OD 

 

On a west-facing hill slope some 50m west of a rocky scarp is a single oval structure lying 

northwest-southeast on its long axis measuring 3.60m x 2.20m internally.  The walling is of 

rough boulder build, standing to a maximum height of 1.30m.  On average the wall is between 

0.70m and 0.90m thick but is spread to a thickness of 2.40m at the southeast end.  There is an 

entrance 0.80m wide in the east wall.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature 3 

Looking S.E. 
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A3 Map South Sector 

Opens to the right 
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 Feature 4   Cairn & Sheiling Huts NG 57542 37255 210m OD 

 

Situated on a level area between the track to Dun Caan and the west bank of the Inverarish 

burn are the remains of three structures. 

(a) A sub-rectangular spread of stones, 11.60m x 8m, lies roughly east-west on its long axis.  

The position of the stony mass, the size of it and the form of the spread suggest that this is not 

a clearance cairn but has probably been a burial cairn which has been re-used as a sheiling. 

At the east end of the cairn is a sub-rectangular sheiling hut orientated east-west and 

measuring 2.30m x 1.60m internally.  The walling is of rough stone, 0.80m high and 0.70m 

thick, probably constructed from the cairn material.  An entrance 0.50m wide lies in the east 

corner.  At the south side there are faint traces of what may have been another structure or an 

earlier part of the main structure.  Another possible structure, 2.10m x 1.40m internally, abuts 

the first sheiling at its west corner.  The second structure has walls 0.20m high and 0.50m 

wide, with no visible entrance.  

(b) Approximately 7m to the east of Feature 4(a) is an oval platform, 6m x 4m.  There are no 

visible signs of a structure either on top of the platform or underneath the stones.  

(c) Some 8m to the east of Feature 4(b) is a sub-rectangular structure orientated east-west and 

measuring 4m x 2m internally, now overgrown with grass and bracken.  The structure, which 

is set onto a mound, is of drystone construction with walls 0.70m high and 0.75m to 1m thick.  

The corners are rounded both inside and out and there is no indication of an entrance. 

(d) Approximately 1.50m east of Feature 4(c) and also set into a mound is a small, very 

ruinous circular structure 1.60m in diameter.  The structure is overgrown with grass and 

bracken.  This may have been a small dairy store associated with the sheiling huts. 
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Feature 5 Sheiling Huts NG 57600 37330 210m OD 

 

Some 70m north of Feature 4 is a cluster of small structures lying about 50m north west of the 

Inverarish Burn and adjacent to the track to Dun Caan. 

(a)  An oval stone structure 2m x 1.60m internally, has walls 0.80m high and 0.30m thick 

which are built of a single width of stones.  An entrance 0.50m wide lies at the south corner.  

Another much more overgrown structure abuts this feature with no visible entrance 

(b)  6m southwest of Feature 5(a) is a stone built oval structure, 2m x 1.50m internally, with 

an entrance 0.50m wide at the southeast end.  The drystone walling, which is much tumbled, 

is 0.70m high and about 0.60m thick. 

(c)  2.50m to the southwest of Feature 5(b) is a small oval structure, 2m x 1.50m internally 

with an entrance 0.50m wide in the southwest wall.  An interior stone facing is visible in the 

walls which are on average 0.50m high and 0.50m thick. 

 

 

Feature 6 Sheiling Huts NG 57621 37450 235m OD 

 

On a small heathery terrace at the confluence of two burns lie a scatter of remains which have 

probably been sheiling huts and dairy stores. 

 

(a)  2.50m north of one of the burns is a sub-circular structure, 2m x 1.50m, with an entrance 

1m wide in the south wall.  The walls are drystone, 0.90m high and 0.70m thick. 

(b) Not more than 0.50m north of (a) is an oval structure, 2m x 1.50m internally, built into a 

mound with stone lining visible, 0.50m high at the east side.  It was thought that these 

structures, (a) and (b), are the remains of either 2 small sheiling huts or two cells of one 

ruinous sheiling hut. 

(c) Some 10m to the west of (a) and (b) are the exiguous remains of an oval structure, 

possibly 2.70m x 1.80m internally, built of turf-covered stone.  The feature is too ruinous for 

any detail to be discerned.  There may have been an entrance in the northeast.  This has 

probably been a sheiling hut. 

(d) Some 8m northeast of Feature (c) are the faint remains of an oval sheiling hut 2.80m x 

1.80m internally.  The feature is very ruinous and no details can be seen.  There may have 

been an entrance in the northeast. 

 

 

Feature 7 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 55488 37224 128m OD 

 

In a grassy area between two lochans at the base of a steep heathery slope and in front of a 

group of large boulders are the slight remains of a rectangular structure oriented east-west and 

measuring 3.30m x 2m internally.  The walling survives as grass-covered banks with 

occasional stones no more than 0.10m high.  The walls are generally narrow, perhaps 0.30m 

across, but spread as a grassy bank 0.80m wide at the west end.  The feature lies on a raised 

grassy platform with the suggestion of an entrance in a low bank at its south end.  There was a 

sense that there may have been other structures here but nothing intelligible survives. 

 

Feature 8.  Sheiling Hut NG 56967 37147 OD 165m 

 

A sub rectangular structure built against a cliff outcrop and amidst heather and bracken lies 

some 10m to the west of the footpath to Dun Caan and above the Inverarish Burn. 
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It measures 3.10m internally from east to west and is 1.40m wide while an entrance 0.90m 

wide occurs at the west end.  The stone walling on the north side is collapsed but a short 

length between the entrance and the cliff in the southwest is 0.80m high and shows four 

courses.  At the east end where the walling meets the cliff there is an aumbry 0.40m high and 

wide and with a similar depth.  At a slightly higher level, beyond the aumbry, is a small 

circular store 1.20m in diameter.  

 

 

Feature 9  Kerb Cairn with Sheiling Hut NG 56987 37159 170m OD 

 

The cairn is set on a steep south facing, heather covered slope and is an oval shaped spread of 

stones 8m long from north to south and 6m wide. It lies 6m from a footpath that runs in the 

valley floor above the Inverarish Burn and 10m to the south of the deer fence. An edging of 

stones rising to a maximum height of 0.30m delineates the southern arc of the stony spread, 

whilst the end of a sheiling structure masks the northern edge.  Inserted into the cairn is a 

small sheiling taking advantage of the dry raised base and abundant supply of building 

materials. 

The sheiling is 5m long from north to south by 2m wide internally while the walls reach a 

height of 1.30m on the west side. The northern end of the sheiling coincides with the up slope 

edge of the cairn.  An entrance 0.80m wide occurs in the centre of the east wall.  Internally the 

structure is rubble filled with a possible partition wall that may have formed a small cell at the 

north end.  The back of the north wall of the cell shows four or five courses of reasonably 

well built stonework reaching a height of 1.0m internally. 

 

 

Feature 10 Adit  NG 5711 3705  177m OD 

 

A mine adit, 4m high x 2m across, occurs on the east facing slope of a tributary burn.  This 

has most probably been the emergency exit from Mine No. 1 

Lying some 100m north of Feature 9 in the confluence of the Inverarish burn and the tributary 

which runs passed the adit is an area of disturbed ground. It is thought that this is the spoil 

removed from the entrance to the adit. 

Just north of this confluence on the west side of the Inverarish burn are the possible remains 

of some small sheiling huts. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 11 Possible Cairn NG 57202 36919 201m OD 

 

A grass-covered, almost circular mound, 11m x 12m and 1m high, has some exposed stone 

and some evidence of a structured edge.  The cairn is sited in an open area with good views 

all round and the surrounding vegetation is noticeably greener than the surrounding moorland 

bog and heather.  A burn runs 50m away to the west.  There was some discussion as to 

whether the mound was natural or not. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 12 Enclosure NG 56617 36485  122m OD 

 

A U-shaped feature 14m long and 7.50m wide at maximum., possibly some form of enclosure 

for working with animals, is built of turf and stones.  The walls still stand to a maximum of 

1.30m in places at the east side but are generally ruinous and poorly defined.  The feature has 
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been dug into the hillslope at the north end and a wide opening occurs at the southeast corner 

where a possible trackway comes in.  A stream runs past to the south. 

 

 

Feature 13   Hut Circle NG 5699 3610 145m OD 

 

The feature is situated on a gentle south facing grassy slope to the west of a small burn some 

25m to the north of the Inverarish to Fearns road.  The remains lie in a sheltered valley among 

a series of turf and stone banks marking out an old field system in the area.  The interior has a 

diameter of 8m with walls spreading to a width of over a metre and standing up to 0.45m in 

height.  The northeast to southeast quadrant of the wall has been eroded on the exterior by the 

encroaching burn when in spate.  There may have been an entrance in the south.  The interior 

is grass covered with no visible internal features. 

A turf and stone field bank passes to the west and north of the circle at only a few metres 

distance. 

 

 

Feature 14 Possible Hut Circle NG 5713 3612 150m OD 

 

The feature lies to the east of a burn on a south facing slope around 80m to the north of a 

modern sheep fank and the Inverarish to Fearns road.  The remains show as a sub-circular 

structure with pronounced stone and turf banks.  It is 10m in diameter internally with walls 

having a spread of over 1m and between 0.60m and 1.40m high.  In the western sector a 3m 

setting of stones is all but lost in the grass. 

To the northeast of the circle, the slight remains of turf walling abut at a break in the wall 

which may be an entrance.  This walling creates a small pen between the circle and a turf and 

stone field bank which curves to the east from the circle. 

It is suggested that this is the remains of a hut circle which has been re-used for the working 

of sheep. 

 

Northwest of Beinn na Leac. 
 

The structures drawn and described in this area are something of an enigma.  The majority of 

the structures have been built within the gully amongst rock tumble and slabs of outcrop.  The 

terrain would be difficult, if not dangerous, for cattle and therefore these structures have 

clearly not been byres.  It might be assumed that, to be able to lie down and sleep within a 

sheiling hut, the building would require to be at least 2.50m long internally.  Many of the 

structures within this section of the survey, although with a total length of more than 2.50m, 

are divided into two compartments and therefore only have perhaps at most 2m of floor space.  

On the other hand, comfort was perhaps not high on the priorities of the builders.  Most of the 

features would, in normal circumstances in a sheiling site, be considered as dairy stores but 

the number of these would be too large in proportion to the number of living huts.  The 

editors have, therefore, chosen to designate these structures sheiling huts in the absence of any 

clear evidence of what their purpose may have been. 
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Feature 15 Sheiling Hut NG 59080 37516 198m OD 

 

The feature comprises four elements and is located on a northeast facing slope some 46m 

below a bealach on the northeast side amongst heather and rough grass.  The structures lie on 

a low knoll close to the west bank of a head stream of the Hallaig Burn some 25m distant.  

Feature 15(a) The structure is the western most and has a northwest to southeast long axis, 

4.0m long and 2.0m wide internally, possibly comprising two compartments.  The walling, 

mainly of turf, at highest is 0.90m above the interior and an entrance 0.90m wide occurs in the 

east wall.  

Feature 15(b)  This lies 15m to the northeast of (a) and is an oval structure 2.50m by 2.0m 

internally.  The walls are up to 1.0m wide and composed of turf and stone.  At the northeast is 

a hollow some 0.50m deep contained by turf walls. 

Feature 15(c)  Some 3m to the northeast of (b) is a small hollow 1.0m in diameter enclosed by 

turf walls – possibly a dairy store.  The interior is grass covered.  

Feature 15(d)  Some 6m to the northeast of (c) is a spread of stones. 

 

 

Feature 16 Sheiling Hut NG 59053 37320 250m OD 

 

This probable small sheiling hut is located at the north-eastern end of the gully lying along the 

northwest base of Beinn na Leac and overlooking Feature 15 which is some 200m to the 

north.  It is a revetted hollow 3.0m by 1.50m with stone sides up to 0.70m high and having a 

small compartment at the southwest end barely 1m in diameter.  The whole is grass and moss 

covered. 

 

Feature 17 Sheiling Hut NG 59010 37304 250m OD 

 

Located 18m southwest of Feature 16 and within the Beinn na Leac gully is a two-

compartment structure with stone walls up to 1m high and 0.70m wide.  The whole is 4.20m 

long on a northeast-southwest axis by 2m wide internally.  The smaller compartment at the 

northeast end is about 1m in diameter and has a passage access, 0.40m wide by 0.50m high 

covered by a 1m long lintel stone, connecting it to the larger chamber.  The interior is grass 

and reed covered and the walls are moss covered.   

 

Feature 18 Sheiling Hut NG 59001 37271 235m OD 
 

This feature lies 40m to the southwest of Feature 17 also within the Beinn na Leac gully.  It is 

a two-compartment structure 4.0m long on a northeast-southwest axis by 1.50m wide 

internally. The stone walls are up to 0.50m high and 0.60m wide, covered with moss and 

heather.  A possible entrance lies at the northeast end. 
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Feature 15a Looking North 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature 16 looking north east 
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Feature 19 Sheiling Hut & Store NG 58861 37082 255m OD 

 

Two structures, 5m apart, are situated in the Beinn na Leac gully directly above the island 

water shed (water going southwest to the Allt Fearns or northeast to the Hallaig Burn).  

 

Feature 19(a) is a circular stone walled structure 1.50m in diameter and has a possible 

entrance on the east side.  The walls are 0.40m deep and some 0.50m wide.  

Feature 19(b) is a two-cell structure with stone walls up to 0.50m high and wide. The feature 

is 4m long on a northeast to southwest axis by 2m wide internally.  Both features are heather 

and grass covered.  On the west side of the gully and some 1.50m from the structures is a 

revetment two stones high. 

 

 

Feature 20 Possible Sheiling Hut NG 58838 37063  255m OD 

 

Located in the Beinn na Leac gully and to the southeast of a 200m long field bank, noted on 

the OS map, is a hollow outlined by a single course of stones amidst much tumble and 

confusion.  The outline measures 2.30m by 2.0m. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 21 Sheiling Hut or Stores NG 58804 37044 256m OD 

 

This is a two compartment structure which lies on a northeast-southwest axis and is 3m x 

1.25m overall.  The two compartments are connected by a passage 0.40m wide that has a 

stone lintel lying in it.  The eastern cell is very small and at a higher level.  The whole feature 

appears as little more than a foundation. 

 

 

Feature 22   Possible Hut & Store NG 58801 37022 258m OD 

 

A small oval structure is located immediately under a rough stone wall.  The stones are moss 

covered and the structure is built on a small knoll.  The feature measures less than 2.0m in all 

directions internally with walls up to 0.50m high.   

An ephemeral moss covered stone setting occurs 11.50m to the northeast and may have been 

a foundation outline 2.60m by 2m. (not drawn)  

 

Feature 23 Stone Wall NG 58818 37013 264m OD 

 

A stone wall runs along inside the east side of the Beinn na Leac gully and is 15m long and up 

to 1m high in four courses. The end of the wall closes off an east-west running ‘fissure’ some 

6m above the bottom of the gully.  The slope from the wall to the gully bottom is notably 

grass covered and an ephemeral setting of stone may be the foundation of a structure. (not 

drawn) 

 

 

Feature 24 Possible Hut Circle NG 58468 36787  270m OD 

 

Located on the 270m contour on a raised hillock on a sheltered terrace are two contiguous 

structures.  The larger structure is a ruinous turf and stone sub-circular feature, 6m x 5m 
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internally showing now as raised foundations no more than 0.40m high.  There may have 

been an entrance in the east.  The smaller feature, 1.50m in diameter, appears to have been 

more recently constructed against the south edge of the larger.  There may have been an 

entrance, 0.50m wide, in the east side.  The smaller structure has more stone extant standing 

to 2 courses high in places.  Some tumble lies in the interior with moss, grass and heather 

cover. 

 

 

Feature 25 Stone Wall NG 5867 3673 

 

A small rough stone wall, 5m long and at least 0.70m high, was probably built to close off the 

south end of a 75m long natural lochan which is 10m wide. (not drawn)   

 

 

Feature 26 Foundations NG 58646 36716 253m OD 

 

 

Two ephemeral foundations lie in a hollow just to the south of the lochan in grass.  The 

eastern one is 3m by 1.50m and the second, lying under a crumbling outcrop, is full of tumble 

and might even be a random arrangement of stones. 

 

Feature 27 Wall NG 58565 36573 256m OD 

 to NG 58509 36633 247m OD 
 

A stone wall starts against the cliff on the northwest side of Beinn na Leac in two courses and 

runs northwest down slope to the Allt Fearns.  At the burn is a bridge 0.35m above the water 

on the day measured.  The spanning stone slab is 1.20m long, 0.36m wide and is 0.25m thick.  

The wall continues on the west side of the Allt Fearns as a bank 0.60m wide covered in reeds. 

(not drawn) 

 

Feature 28 Sheiling Hut NG 58422 36505 250m OD  

 

This structure lies on a heather and reed covered slope some 50m to the west of the Allt 

Fearns.  Internally it measures 4m long on a northwest-southeast axis and is 2.50m wide with 

two compartments but no apparent entrance.  The higher northern cell is 1.50m in diameter 

and has three courses of stonework on its northern edge. 

 

 

Feature 29 Stone Lines NG 58476 36443 247m OD 

 

A line of stones 4.30m long runs down slope towards the Allt Fearns.  The stones are set on 

edge in stark contrast to the mass of tumble all about.  1.50m to the north there is a suggestion 

of another line of stones.  It was thought that this may possibly be the remnants of an old 

structure.(not drawn) 
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Feature 28 looking northeast 

 

 

Feature 30 Sheiling Hut NG58483 36422 251m OD 

 

This is a small sub rectangular structure, set in a hollow.  It has stone walls up to five courses 

high reaching 0.70m in height on the north side. There is a possible entrance in the southwest 

that could be 0.80m wide.  It is probable that this is all that remains of a larger structure. 

 

Feature 31 Sheiling Hut & Store NG 58450 36396 244m OD 

 

The structure lies on a northwest-facing slope on the east bank of the Allt Fearns.  It is set 

7.50m from the top of the ridge on the outer face of the Beinn na Leac gully.  It is a two 

compartment structure some 8m long on a northwest to southeast axis and 2m wide internally.  

The walls are between two courses high in the east wall, five courses high in the north wall 

and four courses high at the junction of the cells.  The structure is thought to have been a 4m 

long sheiling hut with a smaller 2m long adjoining store. 

 

 Feature 32 Sheiling Hut NG 58407 36340 233m OD 

 

This two-cell structure is 5m long on an east to west axis by 2.50m wide internally.  It is built 

with flat stone slabs that have collapsed inwards on the west side.  Five courses are visible in 

the east wall revetted into the slope and the interior is grass and heather covered. 
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Feature 33 Sheiling Hut NG 58400 36318 234m OD 

 

Situated 19m south of Feature 32 is drystone structure 4.50m east-west down the slope by 2m 

wide internally.  The north side shows up to five courses of collapsed stone with little walling 

remaining in the south.  The east wall is revetted into the slope and has a small aumbry 

measuring 0.30m wide by 0.20m high. 

 

 

Feature 34  Cleared Area NG 58395 36307 236m OD 

 

This feature is a clear grassy space amid tumble near the east bank of the Allt Fearns.  It is 

2.50m square with the stones on the west side being much larger.  It is felt that the 

arrangement is natural. (not drawn) 

 

 

Feature 35 Wall NG 58398 36290 236 OD to

  NG 58374 36304 233m OD 

 

A stone wall runs down the slope of the east bank of the Allt Fearns from a rocky outcrop to 

the top of the gully above the river.  It consists of up to four visible courses achieving a height 

of 0.60m and averaging 0.80m wide.  It has two deliberate bends in it perhaps to form shelters 

for animals. (not drawn) 
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Feature 36   Satir  
 

 

A group of sheiling huts lies spread out on a slope north of the road and to the west of the 

gully formed by the Allt Fearns as it runs southwest towards the Fearns to Inverarish road.  

Satir appears on the lists of Raasay settlements from 1596 although the listings of the Raasay 

townships give no indication of their geographical position.  The name is Norse and denotes 

summer pastures.  Nowadays, the area between the hill top above North Fearns, stretching 

along the glen on both sides of the Fearns to Inverarish road to the modern sheep fank at 

NG5713 3607, is named as Satir.  The editors have chosen to interpret the site as sheilings 

although it is very close to the settlement at Fearns. 

 

The area encompasses a round cairn with a sheiling hut on top and some fourteen sheiling 

huts and field banks. The south facing aspect, good grass and the burn make it a typical 

sheiling site.  

 

A large field measuring 170m southwest to northeast and 100m northwest to southeast has 

been formed joining up several of the structures with a stone and turf field bank (B).  Down 

the middle of this enclosure a now lower field bank (C) joins a few huts and divides the field 

in two. On the eastern side a double bank (D) runs north to south some 3-4m apart. 

 

Outside the main enclosure is a line of huts on the south just below the break of slope.   

 

Between what may be considered the latest field bank next to the road and the main area of 

the sheilings lie the remnants of a very old field boundary (A) represented by a line of large 

single stones which appears on west and east of the site.  It is possible that a central section 

has been covered by general soil slip or used for the construction of the huts which lie along 

that line. It is suggested that the cairn and this bank may be connected as seen in the line of 

single stones associated with the cairn remnants at Oskaig. (see ACFA. Occasional Paper No. 

13) 

 

There are several possibilities for the chronology of the sheilings and the surrounding banks. 

 

1.  The field banks were in existence and at a later time sheiling huts were built into the banks. 

 

2.  The huts were built first on the favourable south facing ground close to water and at some 

later date a field bank was built joining the sheiling huts. 

 

3.  The field bank and sheilings were contemporary. 

 

It is suggested that the site is unlikely to have been enclosed initially (Option 1) as this would 

seem to serve no purpose.  The banks may have been created as part of the sheiling site 

(Option 3) but an incorporation of huts within enclosures is not usual in Raasay.  A glance at 

the plan shows that, if the banks are ignored, the site has the appearance of a typical summer 

sheiling with huts scatted across the hillside.  It is thought, therefore, that Option 2 is the most 

likely and that when the sheiling system went out of use the favourable ground was enclosed, 

joining up the huts to maximise the clear ground for crops, with the banks being used to 

absorb field clearance.  The only clearance cairn is central to the main field.  A note of 

caution is sounded in that careful scrutiny has shown no sign of cultivation within or without 

the field systems of (A), (B), (C) and (D) although nowadays the bracken cover is very thick.  
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A3 Map of Satir 

Opens to the right 
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However, the area enclosed by banks E and F and the Allt Fearns has clear sections of rig 

within it. 

 

The double bank (D) which runs north to south has a ditch, in parts quite deep, between the 

banks suggesting that the purpose may have been to direct water from the hill. This could also 

explain the disturbed area of small banks and enclosures at the top of the site where the ‘ditch’ 

starts.  

 

 

Feature 1   Cairn with Sheiling NG 5785 3598 170m OD 

 

On a south facing slope approximately 170m above sea level and on a mound between two 

burns, is a cairn, not more then 25m to the north of the Inverarish to Fearns road.  An outer 

mound is oval in shape and measures 19.0m from north to south by 15m east to west.  The 

limits of this mound are clearly defined in most parts, sometimes with stone edging but 

occasionally simply as a change of slope in the grass.  Several large stones and boulders lie 

within the mound while beneath the grassy turf cover stone can be felt.  On the top of this 

outer cairn a further mound, 10.50m by 8m has been built with the edging to this mound also 

defined by stones and a change of slope.  Within this inner mound a sheiling has been built. 

The sheiling appears to have a “figure of eight” shape lying northwest to southeast on its long 

axis and measuring 6.50m by 4m externally.  The smaller, north section is clearly defined by 

dry-stone walling up to three courses high and 0.35m tall at the highest point.  This section 

measures 3.50m by 3m externally and an entrance may have existed on the southeast side.  

The limits of the larger south section are less clear with some stone edging in the southwest 

and considerable tumbled stone lying in the interior and scattered about the structure 

It is considered that this is a multi-period site.  An oval prehistoric cairn has been re-used as a 

base for perhaps a second cairn and finally as a base for a sheiling. 

 

 

Feature 2 Sheiling Hut  NG 57790 36063 

 

An oval sheiling hut, 4.50m x 3.10m internally, lies 4.50m to the south of a field bank.  The 

walls are no more than 0.50m high at maximum and are on average 0.60m thick.  The walls 

have grass and moss cover and appear to be of turf with some stone.  There is no obvious 

entrance and no internal features can be discerned. 

 

 

Feature 3 Sheiling Hut NG 57875 35999 

 

20m northwest of a field bank is a ruined structure lying almost north-south on its long axis 

and measuring 3m x 1.50m internally.  The walls, 0.50m high and 1m thick, are now covered 

by grass and moss but stone is visible at the tops and they are probably of turf and stone 

construction.  The interior is dished into a sub-circular bowl.  The feature has either been a hut 

or a store. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 110 

Feature 4 Enclosure  NG 58041 36140 

 

A length of banking forms a triangular enclosure using the field bank on its north side.  The 

enclosure is 4.50m north-south and 3m wide at the south end.  The grass and reed covered 

banks are 0.70m high at the north side and 0.30m high on the east and south sides.  There may 

have been an entrance in the southwest. 

 

 

Feature 5 Sheiling Hut NG 57948 36069 

 

A sheiling hut is revetted into the south edge of a field bank and measures 2.50m x 1.50m 

internally.  On the southeast side 2 courses of stone build are still visible among turf and grass 

cover with an entrance at the east end of the south wall.  There is little stone in the grass-

covered interior.   

 

 

Feature 6 Sheiling Hut NG 57948 36025 

 

A sheiling hut, 3m x 2m internally, lies on a north-south axis.  The walls, 0.70m high and 1m 

wide on average, are built of stones with grass and turf cover. A substantial turf and stone 

field bank (which may be later in date) runs north-south down the hill slope to within 1m 

from the north corner of the sheiling and then continues onwards from the south corner. 

 

 

Feature 7 Sheiling Hut NG 57950 35990 

 

An oval sheiling hut orientated northeast-southwest measures 3.40m x 1.70m internally.  The 

walls are of stone and turf construction with 3 courses of stone visible in the east wall.  The 

walls are on average 0.60m high and 0.70m thick.  There is no visible entrance.  The hut lies 

on a north-south sloping site and there is some tumbled stone in the interior. 

 

Feature 8 Sheiling Hut NG 58011 36090 

 

A small sheiling hut, 3.50m x 2m internally, has been built using the field bank as its west 

wall.  The walls are of turf with some stones visible and are on average 0.50m high and 0.40m 

thick.  The east side has eroded away and it is not possible to define where the entrance may 

have been but it is probable that it lay in this east side. 

 

 

Feature 9 Sheiling Hut NG 58018 38042 

 

A ruinous sheiling hut, 3.40m x 1.80m internally, uses a north-south running field bank as its 

west wall.  The walls are turf covered but stone can be felt under the turf and grass.  One 

stone is visible at the south side of the entrance which is 0.70m across and lies in the centre of 

the east wall.  The interior is bracken filled but appears to be free of stone tumble. 
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Feature 10 Sheiling Hut NG 58032 36025  

 

An oval sheiling hut lies roughly north-south on its long axis on a sloping site.  The hut 

measures 3m x 1.90m internally with grass and turf covered walls 0.50m high and 1m thick.  

An entrance, 0.50m wide, is in the east wall and some tumbled stone lies in the interior.  11m 

northwest of Feature 10 is a stony mound, 5m in diameter, lying close to the end of the field 

bank.  This may be field clearance but may be the mound of a much earlier sheiling hut. 

 

 

Feature 11 Sheiling Hut NG 58028 35996 

 

A ruinous oval sheiling hut, 4m x 1.50m internally, is orientated roughly north-south on a 

sloping hill site 15m south of Feature 10.  The turf-covered walls measure no more than 

0.40m high and 0.70m wide on average but are spread to a width of 1m at the south end.  Two 

courses of stone are visible on the west and south walls.  It is not clear if the entrance lay in 

the north wall or the east wall. 

 

 

Feature 12 Sheiling Hut NG 57991 36040 

 

Only 2 sides remain of this sub-rectangular sheiling hut with the south and east ends being 

very tumbled.  Fallen stone indicates the possible south and east walls. The interior now 

measures no more than 2m north-south x 2.20m east-west but it is probable that originally the 

structure may have been in excess of 4m long.  The standing walls are 0.50m high on average 

and 0.70m thick.  2/3 courses of stone are clearly visible on the outer face of the west wall at 

the southwest corner.   

There may have been an entrance 0.60m wide flanked by 2 large stones towards the south end 

of the east wall.   

 

 

Feature 13 Sheiling Hut NG 57879 35993 

 

Lying 10m west of Feature 12 and 3m south of the field bank is a ruinous oval sheiling hut, 

3.20m x 1.70m internally, orientated north-south.  The walls stand to a maximum height of 

0.60m and are 0.80m thick.  The south half of the structure is very tumbled and stone tumble 

lies in the interior.  An entrance, 0.60m across, is in the centre of the east wall.  The walls are 

now grass and turf covered but stone can be felt underneath. 

 

 

Feature 14 Sheiling Hut NG 58048 36021 

 

The exiguous remains of a sheiling hut lie east-west across the contour against the west side 

of a north-south running field bank and 2m southwest of a spring.  It is not possible to 

determine the overall length of the feature but internally it was approximately 2m across.  The 

walls show now as grass-covered turf banks with one stone visible at the extremity of the 

south bank.  The walls stand to a maximum height of 0.50m and are 1m thick.  No entrance 

could be discerned. 
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Feature 15 Sheiling Hut NG 58113 36129 

 

A well-formed D-shaped sheiling hut lies northeast-southwest on its long axis with the cord 

on the north side.  The structure measures 2.60m x 1.70m internally with the walls standing to 

a maximum height of 0.50m and 0.70m thick.  They are now visible as turf-covered banks but 

stone coursing can be seen in the north wall.  An entrance 0.70m across lies in the south wall.  

Some tumbled stones lie in the interior.  Some 5m to the east a low mound may be the 

remains of another older sheiling hut.  

Just before it passes under the road, through a very well constructed drain, the Allt Fearns 

bends round and runs east.  On the slope opposite the sheilings on the east side of the Allt 

Fearns gully are areas of rig running downslope. 

 

East of Satir 

 

 

Feature 16 Foundations NG 58212 36049 196m OD 

 

On a terrace above a steep gully formed by the Allt Fearns, on the east side of the burn, there 

are definite signs of human activity between the steep uphill slope and the heather-covered 

outcrops. 

A ruinous foundation some 6m x 3.50m lying northeast-southwest on its long axis can be 

traced on grass-covered ground. (not drawn) 

11m north of the remains a field bank (Feature E) crosses the north side of the terrace.  It may 

be an enhancement of a natural break of slope but it can be seen in parts running down 

towards the burn and continuing upslope across the burn. 

20m to the east of the remains is a line of earthfast stones 15m long running northeast upslope 

until it meets a field bank. 

 

 

Feature 17 Sheiling Hut NG 58177 36004 186m OD 

 

The grass-covered foundations of a sheiling hut lie in grass, measuring 6m x 2m internally 

and 7m x 4.20m externally. There may have been an entrance in the north end of the feature. 

 

 

Feature 18 Sheiling Hut NG 58154 37851   

 

On the south bank of the Allt Fearns a small sheiling hut has been eroded by the burn on its 

north side.  The remains now measure 2m x 1m internally with walls approximately 1m thick 

and 1.50m high on the uphill (northwest) side and 0.30m high on the downhill (southeast) 

side.  The internal depth is 0.30m.  Large stones have been placed at the northeast side where 

it has been eroded by the burn. 
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Feature 18 looking east 

 

Feature 19 Dairy Store NG 58209 35815 

 

On the south side of the Allt Fearns lie the partial remains of a dairy store eroded by the burn 

when on a previous course.  The store is 1.50m north-south and 1m wide.  The walls stand 

0.75m high and the feature is 1.50m above the old course of the burn. 

 

 

Feature 20 Sheiling Hut NG 58214 35800  140m OD 

 

The foundations of a sheiling hut lie on the south bank of the Allt Fearns on the course of the 

old burn.  The hut measures 3m in length and between 1.50m and 2m in width internally with 

a 1m wide and 0.30m high bank all round.  Internally the feature is 0.40m deep. 

The east bank of the Allt Fearns high above the deep gully is naturally terraced and there are 

at least 4 areas of rig and furrow between the Allt Fearns and field bank F, reaching an 

altitude of 175m.  All grid references refer to the northwest corner of each area. 

 

 

Feature 21 Rig and Furrow NG 5819 3591 150m OD 

 

A triangular area, 50m wide at maximum, lies above the Allt Fearns and contains 13 rigs, 

4.50m wide lying on a bearing of 200 degrees. 
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Feature 22 Rig and Furrow NG 5816 3595  170m OD 

 

A small area, some 40m wide, contains about 10 rigs, 4.50m wide on a bearing of 210 

degrees. 

 

 

Feature 23 Rig and Furrow NG 5814 3599  176m OD 

 

Six rigs, 3.50m wide on a bearing of 225 degrees run for 12m to the edge of the steep slope 

above the gully. 

 

 

Feature 24 Rig and Furrow NG 5821 3597  176m OD 

 

On a small terrace 6 rigs, 4.50m wide, lie on a bearing of 195 degrees, covering an area of 

15m x 27m. 
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